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I. Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Michael Beckage. Present were Executive 
Committee Members Robert Ayers (Secretary), Drew Barringer, David Connell, Leo Crowley, 
John Giovale, James McCarthy, Kent Robinson and Pamela Ross. Also present were Lisa Actor 
(Deputy Director for Development – DDD), Erica Broman (Trustee Designate), Bill DeGroff, 
Jeffrey Hall (ex-officio), Anne LaBruzzo (Deputy Director for Administration – DDA), Lowell 
Putnam (Trustee), Gary Schmidt, and Michael West (Deputy Director for Science – DDS). Catie 
Blazek and Robert Ayers took meeting minutes. 
 

II. Minutes of Meeting on 15 March 2016 
A revision to item 4 was suggested and made. The minutes were approved as amended. 
 

III. Director’s Report 
Director Hall summarized the current financial landscape. He reported that the DCT is working 
well in routine operation, partner usage is on track, and partner feedback has been positive. 
Progress on new instrumentation has been significant and the main mirror is scheduled for its first 
re-aluminization in July. 
 
Hall noted that outreach has been outstanding with excellent TripAdvisor reviews and an increase 
in admissions over last year. Lowell Observatory also has a new exhibit in the visitor center. 
 
The Naval Research Lab has funded three one meter outrigger telescopes for the NPOI facility. 
This is good news but the challenge is to find funding for operational expenses. 
  
A new Deputy Director for Technology (DDT) will be starting in July. The Development 
department hired a philanthropy manager and a new tenure-track astronomer will join the staff in 
August. 
 

IV. Millennium Fund 
Director Hall made a request for a distribution of $20k from the Millennium Fund for upgrades 
and maintenance of telescopes at Anderson Mesa, including retrofits to the 31” and re-
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aluminization of the main mirror of the 72-inch Hall Telescope. A motion was made to approve 
the distribution and it passed unanimously. 
 

V. Lowell Observatory Foundation Update 
The Lowell Observatory Foundation (LOF) must elect trustees every year for any seats that 
become vacant. Two of the LOF trustees’ terms are up and the LOF would like to elect these 
individuals to a three year term. A motion was made and passed for Sue Durling and Michael 
Beckage to be nominated for 3-year terms. Mary Lockett resigned from the LOF board and David 
Connell nominated John Radway to complete her term. Bruce Kosaveach resigned as trustee of 
the LOF to become an employee of Lowell Observatory. David Connell volunteered to keep his 
seat and continue as chairman. A motion was made to approve the slate of nominees and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

VI. Annual Meeting Overview 
Michael Beckage gave an overview of the annual meeting. There was discussion about the 
nominations for the Executive Committee which will be presented at the Advisory Board Annual 
Meeting in the coming days. 
 

VII. Committee Reports on Friday Morning 
Michael Beckage requested that Committee Chairs make a brief presentation during the first 
session of the Advisory Board meeting on Friday June 3rd. The order and timing of the 
presentations was discussed and finalized.   
 

VIII. Next EC Meeting Date, Other Business 
Michael Beckage will send out a poll with proposed dates for the next meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m. after which a closed session was held.  


