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I. Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Michael Beckage at 1:30 p.m. Present in-person 
were Executive Committee (EC) Members Robert Ayers (Secretary), Drew Barringer, David Chase, 
David Connell, Leo Crowley, Tom Ensign, John Giovale, Jim McCarthy, Kent Robinson, Pamela 
Ross, and Donna Weistrop.  John Radway attended as a guest.  Also present were Lowell Putnam 
(Trustee), Lisa Actor (Deputy Director for Development), Erica Broman (trustee-designate), 
Jeffrey Hall (ex-officio), and Anne LaBruzzo (Deputy Director for Administration).   Mattie 
Harrington and Robert Ayers took meeting minutes. 

 

II. Minutes of Meeting on 28 March 2017 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved without change. 
 

III. Director's Report 

Director Hall discussed the state of the observatory. 

The observatory had the highest April public attendance ever with 200-300 visitors on a typical 
night. Summer weekends bring 400-600 visitors, which significantly stresses our handling 
capacity, overfills the parking lot, etc. If we are to continue to offer visitors an excellent 
experience, we need to expand our capacity. 

We are tracking the 2017 budget well. It is important to "decide what not to do" -- both in hiring 
or not, and in supporting older facilities or not. 
 

IV. Millennium Fund 

Michael Beckage reported the value of the Millennium Fund is now $1.98M.  
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Director Hall requested that the committee consider a disbursement of $79,000 to fund a variety 
of projects in 2017.  A motion to so disburse was made and approved. 

 

V. Lowell Observatory Foundation 

David Connell discussed the foundation.   

Large gifts, such as the recent bequest from Elizabeth Roemer, take time to incorporate into 
other funds, hence our cash position may (temporarily) seem large. 

We briefly discussed the performance of our financial advisors Vigilant Capital. 

David Connell proposed a slate of trustee nominees to be voted upon at the upcoming Advisory 
Board meeting. A motion was made and the slate was approved by unanimous vote. 

 

VI. Annual Meeting Overview 

Lowell Putnam briefly discussed the upcoming Advisory Board meeting.  This year, we will focus 
on futures, rather than reviewing the past year.  The observatory "Master Plan" is important for 
this. 

The editor of Astronomy magazine has run a nice article about Lowell Observatory and will be at 
the Advisory Board meeting. Other potential AB members will be attending as guests. 
 

VII. Upcoming Committee Reports 

Michael Beckage showed us the listing of committee reports that will be made during the 
Advisory Board meeting, followed by brief discussion to clarify responsibilities. 
 

VIII. Next meeting and other business 

We proposed that the next EC meeting be on 3 or 4 October.  The meeting was adjourned at 
3:30. 

 

  


