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TRUSTEE’SUPDATE
By W. Lowell Putnam About a decade ago the phrase, 

“The transformational effect of the 
DCT”, started being used around the 
Observatory. We were just beginning 
to understand that a 4 meter class 
telescope was going to be more 
impactful than our original, and naïve, 
concept of “2x the Perkins”. Little did we 
know then, and we are still learning just 
how transforming the DCT has been.

As you read Jeff’s report and look 
through the rest of this report you can 
begin to see the results in terms of 
scientific capability and productivity.  
The greater awareness of Lowell on 
the regional and national level has 
also lead to the increases in the public 
program, and the natural progression 
to building a better visitor program and 
campus infrastructure on Mars Hill.  
The visitors who come to the Hill find 
the combination of engagement with 
our volunteers and researchers to be a 

unique, enriching and transformative 
as well. We are committed to building 
on that in all that we are doing going 
forward.

We are not the only growing entity 
in the Flagstaff area. There has seen 
substantial growth at NAU, at our other 
partner institutions and in the number 
of high technology, for-profit business in 
the region. This collective growth is now 
creating opportunities for collaboration 
and partnerships that did not exist a 
decade ago. We have the potential 
to do things that we would not have 
considered even a few years ago. The 
challenge will be doing them in ways 
that keep the Observatory the collegial 
and collaborative haven that it has 
always been. Thanks to the incredible 
staff, volunteers and members of our 
Advisory and Foundation boards, I am 
confident this is one we can meet. ■
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DIRECTOR’SUPDATE
By Jeffrey Hall What a great time it is to be at 

Lowell Observatory!
Check out the science “highlights” in 

this annual report—a solid 29 pages of 
wide-ranging research and results that 
only scratch the surface of the progress 
and discoveries throughout the year.  

On the technical and instrumentation 
front, we see DCT running at full capacity 
and with its characteristic efficiency and 
quality, and we have major infrastructure 
is under construction to enhance the 
capabilities of the Navy Precision Optical 
Interferometer.

The team has rarely been in finer 
form than it was for the Great American 
Eclipse on August 21, 2017, welcoming 
some 7,000 guests at two venues - on 
campus in Flagstaff and 1,100 miles 
away in Madras, Oregon.

And then there are The Plans: the 
major expansion of our outreach 
infrastructure via a new public 
observing facility and a much larger 

new Visitor Center. The first component, 
the Giovale Open Deck Observatory, is 
proceeding full steam ahead with a Q2 
2019 target for opening, while we have 
set our sights on spring 2022 to open 
the new visitor center. Detailed planning 
for all the components is underway, 
and the Development team is working 
hard to raise the funds needed to make 
our lofty aspirations a reality.

Our astronomers and technical staff, 
our outstanding education staff and 
fundraising team, the communication 
and marketing staff, our business 
office, building and grounds crew, 
and volunteers all play critical roles 
in making all this happen, and all the 
good things in the pages that follow 
are a testament to heir hard work and 
ability. And on behalf of everyone, I 
thank our Board members and our 
many supporters around the US and the 
world who help us do all that we do. ■
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ASTRONOMER SCIENCEHIGHLIGHTS

Dr. Ted Dunham, together with Tom Bida and Georgi Mandushev, and in collaboration with Mike 
Person and Amanda Bosh, took HIPO for its last flight aboard SOFIA in late September and early 
October for an occultation of a bright star by Neptune’s satellite Triton. SOFIA observed the event with 
HIPO, FLITECAM, and the facility focal plane imager from a location well out in the Atlantic, operating 
from the Daytona Beach airport. The flight featured a prediction update shortly before takeoff that was 
sufficiently accurate for us to see the central flash. It also featured clouds at high altitude thanks to the 
tail end of the very active hurricane season and a nail-biting failure of the SOFIA computer system only 
20 minutes before the occultation. Fortunately they were able to observe the event through clear skies, 
but just a few minutes later we were flying under clouds at 40000 feet!

Dunham announced early in the year that he would terminate his, and HIPO’s, association SOFIA 
following the Triton occultation. In turn, SOFIA has decommissioned both HIPO and FLITECAM for 
SOFIA operations. 

Dunham announced his phased retirement plan toward the end of 2017. He will be ramping down 
his efforts in the next two years with the intention of retiring fully by the end of 2019. ■

Ted Dunham

Image (Above): Tom Bida, Ted Dunham, and 
Georgi Mandushev on the tarmac in front of 
SOFIA.

Image (Left): Dunham and Mandushev with the 
magic "witch doctor" bone, seen hanging from the 
left monitor, and the FLIPO mascot peeking out 
between the two monitors.
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Dr. Will Grundy’s research involves small, icy outer Solar System planets, satellites, and Kuiper belt 
objects, studied using a combination of laboratory, theoretical, and observational techniques, as well 
as direct exploration using robotic space probes. 

In 2017, Grundy was involved with a variety of outer Solar System observational projects using 
a number of large ground- and space-based telescope including Hubble, Keck, K2, and IRTF. These 
projects range from discovering binaries and determining their mutual orbits and masses, to studying 
binary mutual events, to spectroscopic and thermal infrared observations.

To complement this observational work, Grundy did laboratory studies of volatile ices and ice 
mixtures at Northern Arizona University (NAU) where numerous students seeking hands-on laboratory 
experience readily contribute to the research. Collaborators on this work include Jennifer Hanley at 
Lowell, as well as a number of NAU faculty members in both Physics & Astronomy and Chemistry 
departments. The rich thermodynamic complexity of volatile ice mixtures is emerging as a major 
theme in need of deeper investigation, since these materials enable the spectacular geological activity 
seen on Pluto, as well as on other small, icy planets and satellites across the outer solar system.

Grundy was a co-investigator on two funded NASA missions. The first, New Horizons, explored the 
Pluto system in 2015. Grundy heads the mission’s surface composition science theme team. Analysis 
of New Horizons Pluto system data continued during 2017, even as planning for the upcoming 
encounter with small Kuiper belt object 2014 MU 69  “Ultima Thule” ramped up. That encounter is to 
take place at the end of 2018. The other mission, Lucy, is to be launched in 2021 to explore several 
of Jupiter’s co-orbiting Trojan asteroids during the years from 2027 through 2033. Grundy’s role in 
the Lucy mission is Instrument Scientist for the infrared imaging spectrometer system.

Grundy’s research was fully funded during 2017 by grants. He was an author on 14 peer-
reviewed scientific papers published during the year.

Grundy was involved in a wide variety of community service and public outreach work during 
2017, including serving on the Scientific Organizing Committee for the annual meeting of the AAS 
Division for Planetary Sciences and serving as an editor for Icarus, the leading journal of planetary 
science. He also served on the advisory council of NASA’s Planetary Data System Small Bodies Node 
(PDS SBN). Grundy reviewed manuscripts for a number of journals including Nature Astronomy, 
Astrophysical Journal, Spectrochimica Acta, Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society, and 
Planetary & Space Science. He also reviewed book chapters for Cambridge University Press and for 
the University of Arizona Press’s Space Science Series, as well as a number of funding proposals and 
telescope proposals for various NASA programs. Grundy mentored a summer student through the 
National Science Foundation’s Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) program, and served 
on the thesis committees of two graduate students at the University of Northern Arizona. He gave 
numerous public presentations and media interviews. ■

Image: The diversity of Pluto’s colors and landscapes are illustrated by these stretched-color images of three 
regions, from a study of the influence of Pluto’s atmospheric haze particles settling onto regions affected by 
distinct geological processes. From left to right, Cthulhu Macula, Lowell Regio, and Sputnik Planitia. Pluto feature 
names used by New Horizons team include a mix of official and informal names.

Will Grundy
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Jeff Hall Dr. Jeff Hall, Dr. Wes Lockwood, Brian Skiff, and Len Bright continued the long-running Solar-
Stellar Spectrograph (SSS) project, which in September 2017 reached its 25-year anniversary of 
observations. This project complements the similar program begun in 1966 at the Mount Wilson 
Observatory (MWO) near Los Angeles, which ended in 2003.

The SSS is a dedicated facility at the 1.1-meter telescope at Anderson Mesa. The SSS is fed by dual 
optical fibers that allow sunlight and starlight to be fed to the spectrograph optics, and the objective 
of the program is to improve our understanding of the types of variability exhibited by a sample of 
about 90 stars similar to the Sun. Such observations provide a fuller context for understanding the 
familiar 11-year sunspot cycle and 22-year magnetic cycle of the Sun. This is a topic of particular 
interest nowadays, because the apparent cessation of the sunspot cycle, during the Maunder 
Minimum of 1645-1715, is correlated with a time of significant multi-decadal climate change in 
Europe. Were our star to behave similarly strangely in upcoming decades, what might be the effects?  
We don’t know, and we must remember that correlation is not the same as causation.  But maybe the 
stars can provide some clues.

Hall, Dr. Ricky Egeland of the High Altitude Observatory, and BASIS Flagstaff Charter School senior 
Logan Bayer completed the reductions and time series analysis of all SSS data through December 
31, 2017 – a data set comprising some 35,000 individual observations. Egeland succeeded in 
performing a definitive calibration of all the extant solar data sets, including the SSS solar data to 
the so-called “S-index” from MWO, no mean feat and an important step in understanding the Sun’s 
activity relative to that of its closest stellar siblings. Hall and Bayer have reduced the entire stellar data 
set and have discovered several stars that display behavior either not seen in the MWO data, or (for 
stars that overlap with the earlier program) that show changed behavior relative to 20-30 years ago. 
(continued on next page)

Image: Activity record of psi Serpentis from 1996-2017.
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ASTRONOMER SCIENCEHIGHLIGHTS

(continued from previous page)

One such star is psi Serpentis, and its activity record from 1996-2017 is shown in the adjoining 
image. The more active the star, the higher the individual data points lie on the time series. After 
a four-year dormant period from 1996-2000, it shifts into a period of vigorous four-year cycles of 
increasing amplitude. This is much like the Sun’s emergence from the Maunder Minimum (except the 
Sun’s cycle is 11 years, not four), and that makes psi Serpentis a bit of a stellar Rosetta stone.  Here 
we see behavior the Sun has not exhibited for 400 years, so stars like this one let us look through a 
glass darkly into the possible nature of the Sun’s past.

Egeland and Hall are now working on a complete combination of all the SSS data with the earlier 
MWO data for stars covered by both programs. For many of these, we now have more than 50 years 
of continuous observations, and the variety of cycle behaviors on display will form a rich foundation 
for analysis by scientists trying to model the physical processes at work in the interiors of cool stars.  
Hall is presently compiling the full set of SSS results into a paper for publication in 2018 in The 
Astrophysical Journal, and Egeland will likewise publish an analysis of the combined SSS+MWO data 
sets. The full time series from both programs will also be made available online in a database for the 
astronomical community and the public. ■
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ASTRONOMER SCIENCEHIGHLIGHTS

Dr. Hanley’s main research topic is understanding liquid stability across the Solar System. One 
way to affect stability of water on Mars and Europa is by adding salt. Chlorine salts in particular 
(chlorides, perchlorates and chlorates) can lower the freezing point of pure liquid water from 273 
K (0°C) down to 204 K (-68°C). In 2016 she was awarded a NASA Mars Data Analysis grant from 
NASA to determine the distribution of these salts on the surface of Mars. This past year Hanley 
worked with two undergraduate students—one from Northern Arizona University (NAU), the other 
from Purdue University—to understand the spectral characteristics of the chlorine salts and to identify 
them in Columbus Crater (see the Figure 1). She was also invited to participate in a Keck Institute of 
Space Science workshop entitled “Unlocking the Climate Record Stored within Mars’ Polar Layered 
Deposits” which was the first step in proposing a mission to Mars’ polar regions. 

Another focus of Hanley’s research is the mechanical and spectral properties of the hydrocarbon 
lakes of Titan, as well as cryogenic ices on Pluto and other icy satellites. Laboratory experiments 
performed at NAU’s Astrophysical Ice Laboratory on the stability of nitrogen, methane and ethane 
liquids under Titan conditions revealed some interesting results. In Titan’s lakes and seas, which are 
composed of methane and ethane and are hundreds of meters deep, the (continued on next page)

Image (Figure 1): Salts in Columbus Crater, Mars. Colored hexagons are footprints of spectral images from the 
Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter. Colored squares depict where different salts were detected. Mg/Fe sulfates with 
patches of Mg/Cl salts are a widespread unit, while K-bearing sulfates are rare and occur in isolated areas.

Jennifer Hanley
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(continued from previous page)

liquid separates into two stable phases in equilibrium with a vapor phase (see Figure 2). With any 
change in temperature, pressure, or composition, the two liquids’ stability will change. This could 
cause ice or particulates to float or sink, bubbles to rise, and may even explain the “magic islands” 
seen by Cassini. This result was publicized in a Nature Astronomy News and Views article written 
by Hanley. She was awarded a NASA Solar System Workings grant, along with an Early Career 
Fellowship, to further explore this strange phenomenon. She was also part of a recently successful 
Solar System Exploration Research Virtual Institute that will study the mechanical and spectral 
properties of asteroids for human exploration over the next five years. ■

Image (Figure 2): Laboratory simulations of the seas on Titan. The cell contains a mixture of nitrogen, methane, 
and ethane, at 95 K. The pressure is 2.5 bar, equivalent to hundreds of meters below the surface of one of Titan’s 
seas. Although at the surface of Titan the liquid is well-mixed, at this temperature and pressure, liquid separates 
into two stable phases in equilibrium with a vapor phase. 
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ASTRONOMER SCIENCEHIGHLIGHTS

Dr. Deidre Hunter and her collaborators started the LITTLE THINGS study of nearby dwarf irregular 
galaxies 10 years ago with the goal of understanding how these little galaxies form new stars. The 
sample was chosen to be fairly isolated, or at least not obviously interacting gravitationally with a 
nearby galaxy. The reason for this selection was that they wanted to examine internal processes, 
and interactions between galaxies are known to spur star formation activity. The group has multi-
wavelength images of the stars in the 40 galaxies, as well as wide-field images of the gas in the 
galaxies, and only one galaxy was later shown to have a gas tail that could indicate an interaction or 
merger with another dwarf.

Then in 2012 another group published an image of a dwarf that Hunter knew was messed up 
by an interaction but whose companion had not been previously found. The deep image, obtained 
by an amateur astronomer, revealed the companion dwarf. It had not been found in images of the 
gas because the little dwarf had already been stripped of its gas by the somewhat larger, splashier 
irregular galaxy, and the stars left in the little dwarf had been missed by images Hunter and others 
took because their fields of view weren’t large enough to capture both the larger dwarf and the 
smaller one. Hunter realized that her wide field of view gas maps weren’t going to be sufficient to 
rule out interactions for the LITTLE THINGS galaxies, so it would be important to search the regions 
around the LITTLE THINGS dwarfs in the optical to look for little dwarfs with just stars. 
(continued on next page)

Image: Most LARI images were taken through a single filter, but Steve Leshin observed this galaxy through several 
filters and put them together to form a color image. The galaxy is DDO 187 and it is the blue object near the 
center. The other galactic objects in the image are far in the background of DDO 187.

Deidre Hunter
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(continued from previous page)

A few months later, Hunter was at a conference of research by amateur astronomers to launch 
the Lowell Amateur Research Initiative (LARI). LARI was designed to bring amateur and professional 
astronomers together in collaborative research projects.  Hunter realized that this was an excellent 
opportunity to obtain the needed images of the galactic environments of LITTLE THINGS, and so this 
became one of the LARI projects. 

Over the next five years, 10 dedicated amateur astronomers from across the United States, 
Canada, Israel, and Tasmania obtained deep, wide-field images of 36 of the 40 LITTLE THINGS 
galaxies. Typical exposure times were of order 40 hours per image. The contributors included Stephen 
Leshin, Alson Wong, Maurice Clark, Jerald Kamienski, Netzer Moriya, Burley Packwood, Bob Birket, 
William Edwards, Mervyn Millward, and Ian Wheelband. In addition Casey Melton, a 2017 MIT Field 
Camp student, did a lot of the work of organizing and rectifying the images and examining them for 
objects. 

John Menke, Bruce Koehn, Michael Beckage, Klaus Brasch, and Sue Durling were responsible for 
starting LARI, setting up the web site, and vetting applications, and Mattie Harrington, Klaus Brasch, 
Michael West, and Michael Beckage subsequently vetted applications and advertised the program. 
Hunter is grateful to all of these people for the effort they put into the project and into LARI which 
made this project possible. 

In the end, Hunter and her group of LARI collaborators did not find any unknown companion 
galaxies around the LITTLE THINGS galaxies. This was not a splashy result, but it was a relief to 
Hunter and the LITTLE THINGS project to know that there was nothing lurking beyond the limits of 
their original images influencing the star formation in their galaxies. ■
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Dr. Stephen Levine’s research interests include large astrometric surveys and numerical simulation 
of the dynamics of astrophysical disk systems, with an emphasis on understanding the structure 
and evolution of lopsided disk and irregular galaxies. He is also interested in understanding the 
importance of passing stellar systems on the evolution of the outermost reaches of our own solar 
system.  He maintains an active interest in stellar occultation studies of outer solar system objects. 

During 2017, Levine upgraded the control systems for three portable occultation cameras 
and began work rejuvenating a CCD imaging camera for use in Chile. He was also involved in 
observations of several Kuiper belt objects, including two by 2014 MU69, the next target for the New 
Horizons space probe, and ground-based observations in concert with SOFIA observations of a Triton 
occultation.

Levine continued collaborating with Dr. Arne Henden (AAVSO), Dr. Doug Welch (McMaster) and 
Dr. Dirk Terrill (SwRI) on the construction of the AAVSO Photometric All-Sky Survey (APASS), which will 
greatly simplify photometric calibration over the entire sky in the under-served magnitude range from 
10 to 17. During 2017, the team continued their complete re-reduction of all the data taken between 
2009 and 2016 in preparation for data release 10. This survey covers the entire sky in five colors, 
and provides an empirical link between the earlier Johnson B and V, and the Sloan Digital Sky Survey 
g’, r’ and i’ colors.

Levine continued to serve as the Discovery Channel Telescope (DCT) Scientist, working with the 
DCT observing, instrumentation, and engineering communities to get the best out of the facility. ■

Image: The APASS South installation consists of two 8-inch astrographs on a common mount (the red mount in the 
foreground). Each telescope images a 2.9 x 2.9 degree region of the sky. The CCD cameras are the blue boxes 
mounted above and below the black telescope tubes. Each camera has a multi-slot filter wheel. The computer to 
control the mount and cameras is at the base of the pier. We appreciate the MEarth project’s willingness to host 
the APASS  South installation in their building at Cerro Tololo Inter-American Observatory.

Stephen Levine
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One of the most exciting highlights of the year for Dr. Joe Llama was representing Lowell at an 
event organized by the Phoenix-based NPR station, KJZZ in Garden Valley, Idaho. The eclipse was 
particularly exciting for Llama because one of his primary research interests is understanding the 
space weather environments of exoplanets. Jupiter-sized planets with orbital periods of just a few days 
represent a class of planet we do not have in our own Solar System and are interesting laboratories 
for extreme planetary physics. These planets are so close to their parent star that they are orbiting 
within the stellar corona. Having the chance to directly view the corona of our own Sun was a truly 
amazing experience that he will remember for a long time!  

This past winter, Llama used the Immersion Grating Infrared Spectrograph, IGRINS, while it was 
visiting DCT this last winter to characterize the atmospheres of a number of exoplanets that orbit 
incredibly close to their parent star. Amongst the systems studied by Llama this winter was the recently 
announced planet, KELT-9b, which is the hottest gas giant exoplanet currently known. This planet 
has a dayside temperature of 4,500 K, making it hotter than many low-mass stars. IGRINS on DCT 
represents the highest sensitivity and broadest wavelength coverage of any infrared spectrograph 
and telescope combination in the world, making it the perfect instrument to characterize exoplanet 
atmospheres. Exploiting the wavelength coverage and resolution provided by IGRINS, Llama uses a 
technique to resolve the high-resolution lines into a unique spectral fingerprint to determine whether 
the molecule is present in the atmosphere of the planet. The analysis of this system is still underway, 
and Llama is looking forward to using IGRINS during its third visit to DCT this winter to characterize 
the atmospheres of more recently announced exoplanets. (continued on next page)

Image: The view of NASA’s twin Keck telescopes from the summit of Mauna Kea. This image was taken while 
Llama was observing at NASA’s IRTF telescope searching for exoplanet aurorae.

Joe Llama
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(continued from previous page)

Another highlight for Llama this year was an observing run at NASA’s Infrared Telescope Facility 
(IRTF) on the summit of Mauna Kea in Hawaii. Together with former Lowell astronomer Dr. Evgenya 
Shkolnik, he observed a number of exoplanet systems to search for auroral emission that is caused by 
the interaction of the stellar wind with the planets’ magnetosphere. They have submitted a proposal 
to continue this survey to help answer the question, “Do exoplanet’s host magnetic fields similar to the 
planets in our own Solar System?” 

With collaborator Professor Moira Jardine in St Andrews, Llama has completed a project to 
simulate the signature of radio emission from low-mass stars. This work was recently published in the 
Astrophysical Journal and will help guide the search for radio emission from exoplanets, which is a 
crucial factor in characterizing the internal compositions of these planets. 

Finally, Llama is the Lowell science lead on a team lead by Shkolnik at Arizona State University 
to develop and launch a cubesat to study the ultraviolet emission of low-mass stars. The Star Planet 
Activity Research Cubesat (SPARCS), will be a spacecraft the size of a Cheerios box tasked with 
monitoring the flares and starspots of small stars with the goal of assessing how habitable the space 
environment is for planets orbiting them. Stay tuned for more updates on SPARCS as the launch date 
gets closer! ■

Image: Llama’s photograph of the 2017 Eclipse taken in Garden Valley, Idaho. Over plotted to scale is the typical 
orbit of a close-in Jupiter sized exoplanet.
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On a clear moonless December night on a high mountain top in northern Chile, the sky is ablaze 
with wonders we cannot see from Flagstaff. Looking south, brilliant Alpha and Beta Centauri will be 
close to the horizon; Alpha Cen is the nearest star to our sun. The Milky Way runs up the Southern 
Cross (Crux), with an evident dark patch—the Coal Sack nebula. The most amazing features though 
are two extended fuzzy patches: the Large and Small Magellanic Clouds.

The Large and Small Magellanic Clouds are the nearest galaxies to our own Milky Way, 10 to 15 
times closer to us than the well-known Andromeda Galaxy in the north. The Magellanic Clouds are 
rich in massive stars, and close by: a mere 50,000 parsecs (165,000 light years) and 60,000 parsecs 
(200,000 light years), respectively. Furthermore, the newly formed stars in the Magellanic Clouds 
have a smaller fraction of heavy elements (so-called “metals,” anything heavier than helium). These 
trace constituents have a huge effect on the evolution of massive stars. This makes the Magellanic 
Clouds ideal laboratories for studying massive stars.  

This year Dr. Phil Massey continued several projects involving massive stars in the Magellanic 
Clouds. Working with University of Washington summer student Locke Patton, Massey has been 
investigating the stellar content of two very populous OB associations, Lucke-Hodge 41 in the LMC 
and NGC 346 in the SMC. Using photometry from the Hubble Space Telescope and optical spectra 
obtained in Chile at the Las Campanas Observatory, they have identified dozens of new O-type 
stars, the hottest and most massive type of “main sequence” (hydrogen-burning) stars. The work 
will be completed in 2018 with help from the help of Hannah Umansky, a summer student from the 
University of Virginia. (continued on next page)

Image: The Large Magellanic Cloud is visible at upper left, above the two 6.5-meter Magellan telescopes.  
Photograph by Kathryn Neugent.

Phil Massey
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(continued from previous page)

Lowell research assistant Kate Evans (who is now a PhD student at Montana) spent the summer 
working with Massey on the red supergiant content of the Small and Large Magellanic Clouds. They 
are using data obtained with the Anglo-Australian telescope and multi-object fiber positioner. Evans 
had done the difficult task of reducing these data during the summer of 2016, and spent this summer 
analyzing the data. She has a paper almost ready to submit.

Lowell research associate Kathryn Neugent (who is now a PhD student at the University of 
Washington), Las Campanas staff astronomer Dr, Nidia Morrell, and Massey were also busy taking 
spectra with Magellan of a new type of Wolf-Rayet star that they found in the Large Magellanic Cloud 
several years ago. It’s still a bit of a mystery what these new stars are. They might be the products of 
binary evolution, where one star’s gravity strips the hydrogen-rich material off the other star, leaving 
behind a bare stellar core. Or they might be a normal “missing link” in the evolution of massive stars.  
One test is to see if they show periodic radial velocity variations, and the team has been hard at work 
obtaining multiple spectra of this new type of star. In addition, the team has been taking spectra of 
normal Wolf-Rayet stars in the Magellanic Clouds as part of a NASA-supported effort to determine 
the fundamental properties of these enigmatic stars. The data will be analyzed by Erin Aadland as 
part of her PhD thesis at Northern Arizona University.

Elsewhere in this report, Neugent describes another exciting discovery that the team has made in 
the Small Magellanic Cloud, a runaway yellow supergiant. 

The trip to Chile is an arduous one, requiring about 30 hours door-to-door, but it is well worth it 
for the opportunity to study the Magellanic Clouds! ■

Image: Alpha and Beta Cen are the two 
bright stars at the bottom of this picture; the 
Coal Sack is the dark feature slightly below 
and to the left of center. The Southern Cross 
(Crux) consists of the four stars directly to the 
left of the Coal Sack. Photograph by Kathryn 
Neugent.
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In 2017 Dr. Nick Moskovitz continued to work on investigations of small planetary bodies 
including asteroids, comets, and meteors. One of the big objectives in the study of these minor 
planets is to understand how their compositions inform formational and evolutionary process in the 
Solar System. In support of this goal Nick and Northern Arizona University Ph.D. graduate student 
Annika Gustafsson have been leading efforts to commission the Near-Infrared High Throughput 
Spectrograph (NIHTS, pronounced “nights”) at Lowell’s Discovery Channel Telescope (DCT). NIHTS 
operates at near-infrared wavelengths (0.8-2.4 microns) and is the third and final of the first 
generation facility instruments to be deployed at the DCT. NIHTS was built in-house by the Lowell 
instrument group and was partially funded by NASA. As the name suggests, NIHTS is optimized for 
high throughput (achieved with a compact design and no moving parts) meaning it can access and 
obtain spectra of faint objects outside the reach of other facilities. 

After an initial brief run at DCT in 2016, NIHTS was permanently installed on the telescope 
in early October 2017. Gustafsson and Moskovitz led the commissioning observations to test the 
performance of the instrument and the development of software for the observer interface. The 
capabilities of NIHTS were further enhanced in December when a dichroic mirror was installed in the 
instrument cube to enable simultaneous operation of NIHTS and the facility imager LMI. This upgrade 
enables a capability that is almost unique in the world — for every science target we can now 
simultaneously collect visible images with LMI and near-infrared spectra with NIHTS.

NIHTS produces relatively low resolution spectra across a wide wavelength range which is ideally 
suited to measuring the compositions of planetary surfaces. In fact, NIHTS was originally conceived as 
an instrument specifically for measuring ices on minor planets in the outer Solar System. Determining 
the diversity and relative abundances of ices amongst these distant objects is important for 
understanding the variety of possible outcomes from the planet formation process. NIHTS is equally 
well suited to measuring rocky compositions in the inner Solar System, which overlaps nicely with 
(continued on next page)

Image: Schematic of the DCT instrument cube. Light from the telescope enters the cube from the top of the 
diagram. Near-infrared wavelengths are redirected to the NIHTS side port while visible is passed through the LMI.

Nick Moskovitz
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Moskovitz’s ongoing work related to near-Earth asteroids. The ability to efficiently obtain simultaneous 
LMI images and NIHTS spectra is particularly important for these objects as they fly past the Earth with 
observing windows that can be as short as a few hours.

A great example of the efficiency of the DCT for minor planet observations took place in 
December. Moskovitz and collaborators at the University of Maryland (including former Lowell 
researcher Matthew Knight) organized a DCT campaign to focus on the near-Earth flyby of the 
asteroid Phaethon. This particular object is of interest as the future target of the Japanese space 
agency’s DESTINY+ mission. Scientifically Phaethon is interesting because it is classified as an 
asteroid yet shows low levels of cometary activity. Furthermore, Phaethon is thought to be the parent 
body of the Geminid meteor shower, which is a puzzle because Phaethon’s activity is far too low to 
explain the flux of meteors we see during the this shower. The DCT campaign to study Phaethon 
leveraged all three facility instruments (NIHTS, LMI, the visible-wavelength DeVeny spectrograph) and 
exemplified the power of DCT as a highly efficient facility for collecting diverse data products in a 
single observing session. These data will ultimately provide new insights into the physical properties of 
this interesting object.

As NIHTS continues to get used at the DCT a variety of new science cases are being developed, 
including studies of low mass stars and transiting exoplanets. Moskovitz is looking forward  to 
working with astronomers and students at Lowell and DCT partner institutes to continue coming up 
with creative uses for NIHTS at the DCT. ■



Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Science Highlights 18

ASTRONOMER SCIENCEHIGHLIGHTS

It was another great year for Dr. Lisa Prato’s team in 2017! They published and submitted a total 
of 10 papers in refereed journals including five first-authored papers, three by current or former 
students, one by former postdoc Tom Allen, and one by Prato. One of the student papers, led by 
former NAU undergraduate and Lowell researcher Kendra Kellogg, was a study of the unusual triple 
star system TWA 3. The team determined the orbital, stellar, and circumstellar characteristics of 
this hierarchical group of young stars. An inner pair of low-mass stars, cooler and redder than our 
Sun, orbits each other every 34 days. Surrounding this binary is a substantial disk-shaped structure 
of hydrogen gas and dust grains; some of the gas in this disk funnels onto the surface of the stars 
through magnetic fields connecting the star and the disk; energetic emission from the shock of the hot 
gas hitting the stars provides some of the evidence for the presence of the disk. The excess infrared 
emission from the warm dust grains in the disk also signals its presence. Outside of this disk, another 
low-mass star is gravitationally locked to the very close pair; however, this orbital period lasts for 
hundreds of years! This tertiary star surprisingly has no disk of gas and dust around it, possibly the 
result of dynamical interactions between it and the close pair and their disk. A cartoon schematic of 
the system is shown in the accompanying figure. Studying these systems is important because most 
stars are located in binary and multiple configurations like this one and if astronomers are going 
to fully understand planet formation, which takes place in these disks, we must understand disk 
formation and evolution in complex multi-star systems. (continued on next page)

Image: A diagram of the position on the sky for the young triple star system TWA 3. The grey oval on the left 
shows the location of a planet-forming disk of gas and dust surrounding a very close binary star; an expanded 
view of the inner disk (yellow annulus) is illustrated at the right.  The gap in the center has a diameter of about 0.8 
AU, 80% of the Earth—Sun separation. Dynamically stable orbits for the inner stars, indicated with black crosses, 
are shown in blue and red. Also on the left side of the figure, rainbow ovals delineate potentially stable long 
period orbits, of several hundred years, for the third star in the system, plotted in large black circles for different 
years of observation. One of the most fascinating things about this system is that the plane of the inner binary 
orbit, of the disk, and of the outer triple orbit are all misaligned!

Lisa Prato
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Intern Ian Avilez departed for graduate school at the University of Virginia and summer student 
Kendall Sullivan joined the team through the REU program. Two NAU undergraduates, Kyle Lindstrom 
and Sean Graham, also began doing research with the team. In collaboration with Lowell’s Joe 
Llama and Brian Skiff, and new NAU faculty Ty Robinson, the team coined an acronym for its 
extended group—DEFT:  Disks and Exoplanets Flagstaff Team. Lauren Biddle was accepted into the 
PhD program at NAU and is working on her thesis with the DEFT group. Predoctoral graduate student 
Larissa Nofi, from the University of Hawaii, has made big strides in her PhD dissertation work and 
may be announcing an important science result in the coming year.

In other news, IGRINS, the Immersion GRating INfrared Spectrograph, arrived in late August 
ready for its second DCT observing season. The autumn weather was extremely cooperative for the 
team and they completed the survey phase of their young exoplanet search and will next move on 
to intensive follow up observations. In addition to postdocs and faculty, more than a dozen graduate 
students, from Boston University, the University of Texas, Lowell Observatory, the University of Toledo, 
and the University of Maryland, have used IGRINS to obtain data for their PhD theses. IGRINS is 
scheduled for the next visit beginning in September, 2018. ■

Image: Lauren Biddle, Larissa Nofi, Kendall Sullivan, and Lisa Prato.



Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Science Highlights 20

ASTRONOMER SCIENCEHIGHLIGHTS

Drs. Schleicher and Matthew Knight (Univ. Maryland), assisted by post-doc Audrey Thirouin (Lowell 
Obs.) and undergraduate student Nora Eisner (Univ. of Sheffield) obtained observations, performed 
analyses, and presented results of Comet 41P/Tuttle-Giacobini-Kresak (T-G-K) in 2017. Making its 
closest approach to Earth since its initial discovery in 1858, the comet remained within 20 million 
kilometers for over two months in early 2017. Narrowband filter imaging obtained with DCT, the 
John S. Hall 42-inch, and the robotic 31-inch telescopes, revealed two cyanogen gas jets (see image 
below) whose motion during each night and from night-to-night enabled the team to measure T-G-
K’s rotation period. Most surprisingly, the period changed extremely rapidly from about 24 hr to 
over 48 hr in only 6 weeks, a rate of change more than a factor of 10 greater than observed in any 
previous comet. With the gas jets acted like rockets, producing the torque necessary for slowing the 
rotation of the nucleus, such a large change implies a small, highly elongated body with the source 
regions located near the ends, somewhat similar to an old fashioned lawn sprinkler. Extrapolating 
backwards in time, the nucleus would have been rotating close to the break-up velocity, possibly 
explaining the major outburst observed during the comet’s 2001 apparition, when it unexpectedly 
brightened by a factor of a thousand. Key results were presented at the annual Division of Planetary 
Sciences meeting in Provo, Utah, and at an associated press conference. ■

Dave Schleicher

Image (Above): Comet Tuttle-Giacobini-Kresak’s rotation 
period increased smoothly at an ever increasing rate from 
March 18 (24 hr) to April 28 (48 hr). Images obtained later in 
the apparition will require modeling of the jets to determine if 
the period continued to increase or leveled off with the comet’s 
decreased activity as it moved away from the Sun.

Image (Left): A representative image of gas jets detected in 
Comet Tuttle-Giacobini-Kresak. A narrowband filter isolating 
light from cyanogen molecules (CN) was used with the CCD 
camera at the John S. Hall 42” telescope. Because the coma 
of a comet is much brighter at the center and falls off in all 
directions, a radial profile is first removed, and false colors 
added (red is brightest) to reveal the more subtle jets. The 
frame has a field of view of 30,000 km. 
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January 2017 saw the formal funding of the $3.26M PALANTIR (Precision Array of Large-
Aperture New Telescopes for Image Reconstruction) upgrade project for the Navy Precision Optical 
Interferometer (NPOI). Dr. Gerard van Belle moved rapidly to secure contracts with PlaneWave 
Instruments for three 1-meter telescopes for NPOI, along with three ‘enclosure-transporter’ (ET) 
mobile domes from AstroHaven Enterprises. Factory acceptance of the first 1-m telescope (PWI 
serial number #003) was anticipated for January 2018. With delivery of the first ET expected in the 
spring of 2018, single 1-meter testing and operations will begin at Anderson Mesa. Lowell adjunct 
Dr. Kaspar von Braun has been collaborating with van Belle on this project, and has been the Los 
Angeles local point-of-contact for PlaneWave.

Another major development for van Belle with NPOI was his appointment as Director of the array, 
effective May 1, 2017. He took the reins from Dr. Don Hutter of the USNO-Flagstaff Station, who had 
helmed the array for more than a decade.  (continued on next page)

Image: The DSSI speckle camera on the DCT, at the 3 o’clock position of the instrument cube. DSSI takes 
advantage of DCT’s superior pointing and tracking to enact observing programs based on rapid cadence 
observing. During the April 2017 run, nightly observing was averaging roughly five  minutes open-shutter to open-
shutter, for 10 hour stretches –a pace certain to keep any observer on their toes!

Gerard van Belle
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Van Belle’s portfolio of extreme angular resolution astronomy included the commencement of 
a major survey of nearby low-mass M-dwarf stars, using the visiting Differential Speckle Survey 
Instrument (DSSI) speckle camera on the DCT. This survey, in partnership with Lowell adjunct Dr. 
Elliott Horch, aims to investigate every low-mass star out to 15 parsecs for possible companionship. 
Observing in 2017 covered nearly 2/3 of the 1,250 possible targets. Possible permanent residence 
of DSSI at DCT will be expanded with the continued development of the Quad-channel Wavefront-
sensing Speckle Survey Instrument (QWSSI) upgrade.  

Science partnerships of van Belle have resulted in multiple journal articles, including “A Catalog 
of Calibrator Stars for Next-generation Optical Interferometers” in the Astronomical Journal with 
Mr. Sam Swihart, “The Kepler Follow-up Observation Program. I. A Catalog of Companions to 
Kepler Stars from High-Resolution Imaging” with Dr. Elise Furlan et al. in the Astronomical Journal, 
and “Single-Photon Intensity Interferometry (SPIIFy): utilizing available telescopes” with Mr. Genady 
Pilyavsky et al. in Monthly Notices of the RAS. ■
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Dr. Larry Wasserman continued his NASA funded project of obtaining astrometric measurements 
of the positions of Kuiper Belt Objects (KBOs) using the Discovery Channel Telescope. The problem 
with these objects is that all of them were discovered recently (within the last 25 years) and, since they 
all orbit beyond Neptune, they all have orbital periods which are many hundreds of years. That is, 
their observational arc is much shorter than their orbital period. As a result, their positions in the sky 
are always extrapolated. This leads to errors in their sky-plane positions. Furthermore, the sky plane 
error grows with time, making these faint objects difficult to find, especially in large telescopes with 
small fields of view. The rate of growth of the sky plane error is a function of the object’s orbital speed 
and observational arc. After an astrometric observation is made, the error drops to near zero and 
then rises again with time, but more slowly because the object now has a longer observational arc. 

Wasserman also continued observing occultations of objects in the Solar System. Occultations 
are useful in that they offer the only way to accurately measure the sizes of small objects and also to 
probe the atmospheres of distant objects in the Solar System.  

The New Horizons spacecraft is going to fly by the KBO 2014 MU69 on Jan 1, 2019. NASA 
needed to measure the size of this object (which was estimated to be about 20-30 kilometers across 
and at a distance of 6.3 billion kilometers from Earth) because, while we knew how bright it was as 
seen from Earth, we didn’t know its intrinsic brightness (i.e., its  albedo)—it could be a small very 
bright object or a big dark object). NASA needed to know its albedo in order to decide what exposure 
times to use for the spacecraft flyby. To determine the albedo, one needed to know its size, and that, 
in turn, could only be determined via an occultation. Three occultations were predicted for this object 
in the summer of 2017. Two were in locations accessible to ground-based telescopes. The first was 
visible from Argentina and South Africa; the second only from Argentina. These were especially 
difficult occultations to observe—one must place observers in the shadow of the object which is cast 
by the occulted star. The shadow is only as wide as the occulting body—in this case only 20-30 
kilometers wide. In order to observe these events, NASA provided 25 (continued on next page)

Image: Wasserman (far right) and his occultation team in Georgia.  The event was shortly after sunset and here 
they are looking for a first star to become visible in order to set up the telescope pointing.   The same telescopes 
were used in Argentina/South Africa.

Larry Wasserman
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16-inch telescopes and cameras. For the first event, half were sent to Argentina, half to South Africa.  
For the second, all the telescopes were in Argentina.

The idea of having so many telescopes is to set up a wide “picket fence” with the hope that at least 
some of the telescopes will be in the shadow. Unfortunately, for the first event, the shadow missed the 
fence.  But, for the second event, five of the 25 telescopes saw the event. The resulting data indicates 
that 2014 MU69 may actually be a binary object with each object being about 10 kilometers in 
diameter. There is another occultation of this object in summer 2018 which crosses Columbia in 
South America and Senegal in Africa. Wasserman is hoping to participate in this event.

Wasserman also participated in observing an occultation of the large moon of Neptune, Triton, 
which has a thin atmosphere. This event, which was observed from the state of Georgia, will provide 
data on the temperature/pressure structure of the atmosphere of the object. ■
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“The universe is made of stories, not of atoms,” wrote poet Muriel Rukeyser. Every galaxy has a 
unique story, and telling those stories is the goal of Dr. Michael West’s research. 

Using observations made with the Hubble Space Telescope, West and collaborators discovered 
that the orientations of the biggest galaxies in the universe have been aligned with their surroundings 
since the dawn of time. Their paper, titled “Ten Billion Years of Brightest Cluster Galaxy Alignments,” 
was published in the journal Nature Astronomy in June 2017. These results provide important clues 
about how environment influences the birth and properties of galaxies. 

David Kelly, a graduate student at Northern Arizona University, continued his MSc thesis research 
under West’s supervision. Kelly’s project uses observations made with the Gaia satellite to map the 
Large Magellanic Cloud and Small Magellanic Cloud, two small galaxies that are satellites of the 
Milky Way. West also continued to co-supervise MSc student Suei-Hei Hon’s thesis at the University of 
Turku, in Finland. Hon’s thesis aims to learn more about giant cannibal galaxies that have devoured 
their neighbors. Hon traveled to Flagstaff in June 2017 to observe with West at the Discovery Channel 
Telescope, where they collected data for his thesis.

West began a new scientific collaboration with an international team of astronomers from the 
Ruhr-Universitat Bochum in Germany, the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics in the U.S., 
and the University of Turku in Finland. Like archaeologists looking for the earliest human settlements, 
they are searching for ancient cosmic villages where galaxies first gathered billions of years ago. 
The team is using powerful radio galaxies and quasars, whose tremendous energy output is fueled 
by supermassive black holes, as beacons to identify the most distant galaxy clusters in the universe. 
The goal is to quantify the cluster environments surrounding these objects by combining data from 
Lowell’s Discovery Channel Telescope, the Spitzer Space Telescope, Hubble Space Telescope, and 
other observatories. (continued on next page)

Image: An all-sky view of more than a billion stars in the Milky Way and beyond, as seen by the Gaia satellite. 
The Large and Small Magellanic Clouds, two small companion galaxies that orbit the Milky Way, are clearly visible 
in the lower right region. Credit: European Space Agency.

Michael West
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In addition to his research, West continued to devote substantial time to communicating astronomy 
with the public. These efforts included writing regular columns for Lowell Observatory’s monthly 
Members Update and quarterly The Observer, as well as his popular AstroAlerts, which now have 
nearly 1,000 subscribers. Additionally, Discover magazine reprinted his article “When Galaxies 
Become Cannibals” in its October 2017 issue (first published in Astronomy magazine in 2016). He 
also continued work on two books that he is writing. ■

Image (Left): Hubble Space Telescope image of the galaxy cluster Abell 370. Credit: ESA/Hubble, NASA and the 
HST Frontier Fields.

Image (Right): Hercules A, also known as 3C 348, is a powerful radio galaxy that harbors a supermassive black hole 
at its center. West and an international team of collaborators are using rare objects like this as beacons for finding 
groups and clusters of galaxies in the early universe. Credit: NASA, ESA, and the Hubble Heritage Team.
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After a successful flyby of the Pluto-Charon system, the NASA’s New Horizons spacecraft is now on 
its way to a new Trans-Neptunian Object (TNO): 2014 MU69. This object, nicknamed Ultima Thule, 
is thought to be one of the foundation stones responsible for the building of our Solar System, and 
thus its study will help us to uncover a couple of secrets concerning our early Solar System,

Until last summer, the basic characteristics of 2014 MU69 were a mystery, but thanks to a 
successful stellar occultation, scientists have been able to obtain some information about its 
shape, albedo, size and binarity. One of the most striking results is the shape of 2014 MU69 (see 
accompanying image). So far, three potential shapes can interpret the stellar occultation data: Ultima 
Thule can be a close binary, a contact binary, or a single object with a “potato” shape.  

Despite an expected high fraction of close/contact binaries in the Trans-Neptunian belt, finding 
them is a daunting task with only one detected so far (excluding 2014 MU69). Therefore, even before 
knowing that 2014 MU69  was a potential close/contact binary, Dr. Audrey Thirouin decided to team 
up with Dr. Scott S. Sheppard (Carnegie Institution for Science-Department of Terrestrial Magnetism) 
to find and characterize this elusive population. In August 2017, they received an NSF grant to 
carry out this investigation with the Lowell’s Discovery Channel Telescope (DCT) and the 6.5-meter 
Magellan twin telescopes. Their work will give context to the second flyby of the NASA’s New Horizons 
mission as well as improve our understanding about the formation and evolution of the TNOs. 

So far, the team has discovered eight of the nine known contact binaries in the Trans-Neptunian 
belt (excluding 2014 MU69), and six of them with the Lowell’s DCT. The results were published in two 
referred papers, presented at the Division for Planetary Science meeting. ■

Image: Artistic representation of the potential shapes of 2014 MU69. Credit: James Tuttle Keane.

Audrey Thirouin
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Kathryn Neugent and Dr. Phil Massey have discovered a rare “runaway” star that is speeding 
across its galaxy at a speed of 300,000 miles per hour (at that speed it would take about half a 
minute to travel from Los Angeles to New York). The runaway star (designated J01020100-7122208) 
is located in the Small Magellanic Cloud, a close neighbor of the Milky Way Galaxy, and is believed 
to have once been a member of a binary star system. When the companion star exploded as a 
supernova, the tremendous release of energy flung J01020100-7122208 into space at its high 
speed. The star is the first runaway yellow supergiant star ever discovered, and only the second 
evolved runaway star to be found in another galaxy.

After ten million years of traveling through space, the star evolved into a yellow supergiant, the 
object that we see today. Its journey took it 1.6 degrees across the sky, about three times the diameter 
of the full moon. The star will continue speeding through space until it too blows up as a supernova, 
likely in another three million years or so. When that happens, heavier elements will be created, and 
the resulting supernova remnant may form new stars or even planets on the outer edge of the Small 
Magellanic Cloud (SMC). The supernova will also leave behind a neutron star. Since the star’s velocity 
is greater than the escape velocity of the SMC, the remaining neutron star will eventually escape the 
galaxy and zoom off into outer space. (continued on next page)

Image: The 6.5-meter Magellan telescope at Las Campanas Observatory. Photo by Kathryn Neugent.

Kathryn Neugent
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Spectroscopic observations of this star were taken using the 6.5-meter Magellan telescope at 
Las Campanas Observatory (shown in the accompanying image). The Large Magellanic Cloud 
(companion galaxy to the Small Magellanic Cloud, not shown) is visible right above the telescope 
enclosure. The bright band of light from lower left to upper right is the southern Milky Way. 

Although yellow supergiants are extremely rare, a few are household names such as the north 
pole star, Polaris, is a yellow supergiant, as is Canopus, one of the brightest stars visible from the 
southern hemisphere. Yellow supergiants are very rare objects because the yellow supergiant phase 
is so short. A massive star may live for as much as ten million years but the yellow supergiant phase 
itself lasts only ten to a hundred thousand years, an eye-blink in the life of a star. After this short time, 
yellow supergiants expand into giant red supergiants, like Betelgeuse, with sizes as large as the orbits 
of Mars or Jupiter. These stars eventually die in spectacular supernova explosions.

Neugent and Massey anticipate publishing these results alongside collaborators Dr. Nidia Morrell 
(Las Campanas Observatory, Chile), Lowell’s Brian Skiff, and Cyril Georgy (Geneva University, 
Switzerland) in 2018 before hopefully continuing their search for even more runaway stars. ■
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DCT
The Discovery Channel Telescope (DCT) has now been in full science operations for three years.
In 2017, part or all of 282 nights were scheduled for science. Total actual science time was 194 

nights, where 80 nights were lost due to weather, power outages, and smoke, and 8 nights were lost 
to technical or staffing issues. 

DCT site engineering support was provided by Frank Cornelius, Ben Hardesty, Georgi Mandushev, 
and Mike Sweaton. Instrument support was provided by Tom Bida, Ted Dunham, Len Bright, Jeff 
Gehring, Dyer Lytle, and Ryan Hamilton. These groups provided routine maintenance of the 
telescope, dome, and facility systems. In addition, they enhanced science operations through 
upgrades, including:

•	 Installed a new Xenon calibration lamp and restarted software development of NIHTS to  
            bring it to full science readiness

•	 Re-aluminized the 1.4-m secondary mirror during the summer shutdown in the DCT  
            chamber, now using much more cost effective aluminum filaments

•	 Improved the safety and operations of the instrument cube, adding positional homing  
            switches, superior fold mirror mounts, and installing an internal camera and microphone to  
            monitor fold mirror motions. These upgrades greatly reduce the likelihood of a fold mirror  
            collision like that in 2016.

•	 Purchased and installed a dichroic mirror in a fold mirror slots in the instrument cube.  
            This allows simultaneous operation of LMI and NIHTS, doubling the efficiency of the DCT for  
            some projects. A second dichroic mirror will be installed when RIMAS is delivered in 2019 to 
            allow similar double-instrument observing.

•	 LMI’s first corrector element was replaced, as the original was scratched in the 2016 fold  
            mirror collision.

•	 IGRINS was installed at the DCT for its second of three 6-month visits from the Univ. of Texas. 
            IGRINS at the DCT has now contributed to 8 refereed journal papers and 15 student PhD  
            theses across 5 DCT partner institutions.

•	 The EXPRES spectrograph room was installed after assisting Yale with delivery and installation  
            of the instrument in the new spectrograph room. (continued on next page)

Image (Left): The recently re-aluminized secondary mirror from the DCT.

Image (Right): The Yale University EXPRES spectrograph, designed to find Earth-like planets around Sun-like stars. 
It is on the ground floor, fed from the telescope by fiber optics.

By George Jacoby
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•	 Safety at the DCT was reviewed and improvements made, including: redesigning the ladders 
            on the telescope for more secure foot and hand holds, adding a covered back door entrance 
            for use during icy conditions, and implementing a strict 2-person rule at the site.

Night operations support was provided by the telescope operations team, including lead telescope 
operator Dr. Teznie Pugh and operators Heidi Larson, Jason Sanborn, and Andrew Hayslip. They 
ensured the telescope was ready for operations each night, and expertly operated the telescope in 
support of scheduled science and engineering programs. 

Alexander Kutyrev at the University of Maryland has made good progress with the development of 
the RIMAS (Rapid Infrared Imaging Spectrometer) instrument. This instrument is designed for quickly 
moving to and setting up on targets of opportunity, such as gamma ray bursts. It had been delayed 
waiting for two unique near infrared grisms. One of these has now been fabricated at the Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory and the other is underway. RIMAS is expected to arrive at the DCT in 

Anderson Mesa
Anderson Mesa telescopes continued to support science operations with 253 science nights 

scheduled for the 72-inch Perkins Telescope, 191 nights for the 42-inch Hall Telescope, and 365 
nights for the 31-inch telescope. Technical support for the telescopes was provided by Ralph Nye, Len 
Bright, Ted Dunham, Ryan Hamilton, and Larry Wasserman; Jim Gorney and Jon Depinet provided 
grounds and facility maintenance.

Work to reactivate the LONEOS telescope is complete. This project, partially funded by a 
NASA/NSF grant to Northern Arizona University, includes a camera on the telescope for follow-up 
observations of near-Earth object discoveries from the Catalina Sky Survey. The facility was also 
modified for robotic operations.

The 31-inch telescope was improved to use the guider during robotic operation. Interest in 
robotic operation has grown at Lowell, leading to a study to enable robotic operation at the 42-inch 
telescope. 

All three Anderson Mesa telescopes use a computer control software package that runs on an 
ancient computer system (MSDOS). We are converting the software to operate on modern computers 
running Linux, and that conversion should be complete in 2018. ■

Image: The Perkins 
72-inch Telescope 
enclosure at 
Anderson Mesa. 
In the foreground, 
the microwave 
mast and antenna 
which provides 
high-speed data 
communications 
with Mars Hill.

Image (Below): A unique grism (grating plus 
prism) needed by the infrared spectrograph 
RIMAS. It can only be fabricated at Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory. A second 
grism will be delivered in 2018 for the 
second channel of RIMAS.
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NPOI
Lowell Observatory maintains and operates the Navy Precision Optical Interferometer (NPOI)  

on Anderson Mesa under contract to the US Naval Observatory – Flagstaff Station (NOFS) and in 
partnership with the Naval Research Lab. In addition to maintaining the infrastructure a the site, the 
observatory provides skilled observers to operate the instrument and gather science data at a steady 
rate of half-time on-sky operations in accord with the funding level provided by the Navy.

Observers in 2017 comprised Teznie Pugh, Jason Sanborn, and Susan Strosahl. In November 
2017, observers Casey Kyte and Ishara Nisley were hired and began their formal training process.  
We expect the new observers to be fully trained by end of 1st quarter, 2018.  

Daytime support was provided by Jim Gorney and Jon Depinet. Their efforts ensured that all 
of the facility systems needed for instrument operation were operational, such as heating and air 
conditioning, chillers, dehumidifiers, and gaseous nitrogen purge systems. 

The $3.26M PALANTIR (Precision Array of Large-Aperture New Telescopes for Image 
Reconstruction) upgrade was funded in Jan 2017 and has been progressing rapidly. PlaneWave 
Instruments was contracted to provide three new one meter CDK1000 telescopes to improve 
NPOI’s limiting sensitivity by 3-4 magnitudes. AstroHaven Enterprises is providing three “enclosure 
transporters”—mobile domes that allow us to move the telescopes around the NPOI site, thereby 
changing the “zoom” of the system. Designs for incorporating the new telescopes into the existing 
vacuum beam transport system were completed. Those designs will be folded into civil plans and a 
US Forest Service permit amendment. First fringes with the new telescopes are anticipated by March 
2019. ■

Image: Assembly begins at AstroHaven for one of the 16-ft domes needed for the 1-meter PlaneWave telescope 
upgrade at NPOI.
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TECHNICALSUPPORTHIGHLIGHTS

Mars Hill
During 2017, the restoration of the Lawrence Lowell (Pluto Discovery) Telescope was a central 

project being carried out by Ralph Nye, Peter Rosenthal, Ted Dunham, Glenn Hill, Jeff Gehring, and 
Dave Shuck. 

The instrument shop purchased a 3D printer to greatly accelerate prototyping of parts and to 
fabricate items that cannot be machined easily. ■

Information Technology
In addition to providing daily IT support to all of Lowell Observatory, Scott Do and Charles von 

Buchwald-Wright completed a number of key activities to ensure a safe and effective computing and 
communication environment. Here are a few:

•	 Installed anti-virus protection server

•	 Enhanced and spared the virtual environment servers that support basic functions across all  
            of Lowell Observatory

•	 Implemented the Eduroam facility, giving Lowell staff transparent access to Wifi at educational  
            institutions around the world, and vice versa

•	 Installed the Webex video conferencing and Webinar software for a greatly improved meeting 
            experience for off-site attendees

•	 Installed a much improved projection system in the HCPS conference room for improved  
            clarity, brightness, and audio in support of colloquia and meetings

•	 Upgraded the Mars Hill internet bandwidth speed from 30 to 50 Mbps

•	 Developed a computer based vehicle checkout logging system to replace the old paper and  
            pen system ■

Personnel
A number of changes took place in 2017. Joining us are Jon Depinet, Ryan Hamilton Andrew, 

Hayslip, Casey Kyte, Dyer Lytle, and Ishara Nisley. Unfortunately, 2017 marked the unexpected death 
of Peter Collins, and the departures of Saied Zoonemat Kermani, Susan Strosahl, and Mike Sakosky. ■

Image: The refurbished Lawrence Lowell (Pluto Discovery) 
Telescope is being lowered into the dome by a crane, while 
Jeff Gehring and Peter Rosenthal guide it into position on the 
telescope mount. Ralph Nye communicates with the crane 
operator during the delicate operation.
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Giovale Open Deck Observatory
Like most good ideas, the Giovale Open Deck Observatory began as a practical solution to a 

problem. 
“The public program staff spends precious time hauling telescopes out of storage every night,” 

said Michael Beckage, chair of Lowell Observatory’s Executive Committee. “If the telescopes were 
permanently mounted under a roll-off roof, the staff could spend more time with Lowell’s nighttime 
guests.”

The idea of a roll-off telescope facility had been around for years. As we began planning new 
facilities to address the popularity of our public programs, an open deck observatory became an 
integral part of the plan. In March 2017, Mike Beckage made the case for putting this facility first. 
An open deck observatory would alleviate crowding around the Slipher Building and Clark Telescope 
Dome on busy nights. It would create buzz and build excitement for the other new visitor amenities.

Last June, Mike and his wife, Bridget Spanier-Beckage, came to the annual Advisory Board 
meeting with the first gift to the open deck observatory. Their gift inspired Pam and Charlie Ross to 
make an equivalent donation for the project. The Orr Family Foundation committed an additional 
gift. By the end of August, we had 15% of the needed funds. 

Inspired by others, John and Ginger Giovale offered a gift that made it clear this dream would 
become a reality. Since January, we have received commitments for five new telescopes for the facility. 
A year after Mike proposed we put the roll-off facility first, we have 84% of funds raised. The Giovale 
Open Deck Observatory will open in Spring 2019. Our thanks to everyone who is making the GODO 
a reality. ■

Image: The Giovale Open Deck Observatory (GODO).

By Lisa Actor
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Fundraising and Membership
Fundraising at Lowell Observatory was particularly strong in 2017. Lowell received more than 

$4,355,000 in gifts from individuals and organizations. While this was driven in part by capital 
improvement projects such as the Giovale Open Deck Observatory, it was also due to much effort 
spent in improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the Development Department’s activities.

Lowell Observatory memberships reached an all-time high in 2017 with 4,210 active members. An 
increase in Observatory visitation was partially responsible for the increase, but dedicated members who 
renew year after year are an even larger factor. These memberships provide an important percentage of 
Lowell’s operating funds which help pay for educational and research activities. ■

By Stephen Riggs
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The Great American Eclipse
Lowell hosted an eclipse event in Madras, Oregon. More than 3,500 visitors converged for 

two days to celebrate with a star party, astronomy talks, and fun science learning activities. It all 
culminated on the Madras High School football field where dozens of telescopes were set up 
allowing everyone to have a close-up look at the eclipsing sun. Guests from 11 different countries 
joined Lowell members, local residents, and visitors to view the spectacular celestial occurrence. In 
partnership with the Science Channel, Director Jeff Hall and Astronomer Gerard van Belle broadcast 
live on-air and online to 70 million homes, giving minute-by-minute descriptions of what was taking 
place. One hundred Lowell volunteers and 23 staff members were on hand to help make this a truly 
memorable event. ■

Image: Visitors set up camp on the Madras High School football field in anticipation of the Great American Eclipse.
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Public Program
Approximately 99,000 guests visited Lowell Observatory in 2017. The Steele Visitor Center was 

open to the public Mondays through Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Sundays from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Daytime tours of the campus, solar viewing and Putnam Collection Center lobby open 
houses were offered daily. Telescope viewing and astronomy-based presentations were offered 
Monday through Saturday evenings. 

New solar viewing equipment including a Shelyak Lhires Lite Spectroscope and a Lunt LS100THa 
Solar Telescope provided guests with an enhanced solar viewing experience. The Shelyak 
Spectroscope allowed visitors to observe the solar spectrum in high resolution and to gain insight 
into the study of stellar composition. The Lunt Solar Telescope further augmented the solar viewing 
program by providing guests with exceptionally detailed views of photospheric and chromospheric 
features.

January 12, 2017 marked the beginning of the Pluto Discovery Telescope restoration project. Over 
the course of the year, members of Lowell’s technical team spent many hours refurbishing various 
parts of the telescope and repairing the telescope’s dome. The beautifully restored telescope was 
reinstalled in the dome in December at which point Pluto Telescope tours resumed. 

A new discussion-based program, titled Lowell42, launched on April 22. The program addresses 
the big questions that relate to our place in the universe and brings to light the connections that exist 
between science and the humanities. Discussions in 2017 featured questions like, “What roles do 
science and religion play in shaping our view of the universe?” and “Do science and politics influence 
each other in subtle ways that we might not expect?”

The marquee event for outreach in 2017 was the August 21 solar eclipse. More than 1,200 visitors 
including 150 elementary school students came to Lowell Observatory to take in the partial eclipse 
visible from Flagstaff. Guests viewed the eclipse through solar glasses, binoculars, telescopes, and 
pinholes projectors and participated in sun-themed talks and activities. 
(continued on next page)

Image: Visitors on the Mars Hill campus waiting to watch the Great American Eclipse.

By Samantha Gorney
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(continued from previous page)

Lowell Observatory Camps for Kids (LOCKs) programs continued to be offered both on- and 
off-site. Enrollment in on-site programs reached record levels for all age groups. Preschool camps, 
which had previously been offered on 12 Saturdays a year, were offered on 24 Saturdays in 2017. A 
partnership between Lowell Observatory and the College of Education at Northern Arizona University 
made it possible for a group of NAU education majors to earn course credit while serving as LOCKs 
camp counselors. Off-site, Lowell educators led LOCKs activities for children at the Flagstaff Family 
Food Center twice a month throughout the year. And the preschool teacher at Horseshoe Trails 
Elementary in Cave Creek, Arizona integrated LOCKs: Preschool lessons into her curriculum. 

Master planning efforts related to outreach ramped up during 2017. A preliminary version of a 
master plan for outreach was released on May 19. The report, which was informed by numerous 
internal workshops and external consultations with community stakeholders, identifies a set of new 
attractions that would significantly enhance the visitor experience. Those attractions include a roll-off 
roof observatory, a new visitor center, an immersive theater and an open-sky planetarium. ■

Image: LOCKs campers learned about STEM through hands-on activities.
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Navajo-Hopi Astronomy Outreach Program
The Navajo-Hopi Astronomy Outreach Program finished the second half of the 2016-17 school 

year, the program’s 21st year, with eight astronomer-teacher partnerships. At the start of the 2017-18 
school year the program was inundated with 23 applications from teachers, but it could only afford 
eight partnerships. However, it did start the year fully funded for the first time in 22 years. 

In three of the 2016-17 partnerships the outreach program tested a new curriculum unit on 
Characteristics of the Planets for 5th grade developed by Todd Gonzales and our Navajo collaborator 
Verna Tallsalt. This curriculum is characterized by a Project Based Learning approach, cultural 
connections woven throughout, attention to Navajo, Arizona, Common Core, and Next Generation 
Science standards, and inclusion of reading, writing, and math. The goal is to better enable students 
to see themselves as scientists and to see science as relevant to them. At the review of the curriculum 
in May, the consensus was that the 5th grade unit was great and that the Program should continue 
with developing units for 4th-7th grades. In the 2017-18 school year three of the teachers are 5th 
grade teachers who all elected to use the new curriculum unit. The Program held a training day 
for these teachers and their astronomers in October, and the teachers and astronomers have been 
carrying out the unit since then. The program also added a technology component consisting of a 
simple Sphero robot programmed with a tablet by the students to explore a planetary surface of their 
making. The program also is implementing this unit, originally designed to include Navajo cultural 
connections, in a Hopi classroom this school year.

Alethia Little designed summer camps for Navajo 6th and 7th graders that will be initiated in the 
summer of 2018. These camps are designed to extend the classroom curriculum and include strong 
cultural connections and traditional astronomy. 

In July 2017 the program was invited for the second time to present at the Second Navajo Nation 
Annual Youth & Elder Summit. Alethia Little and several others from Lowell held a star party and led 
the Navajo Constellation Bingo game that she designed. ■

Image: Pictures from Todd Gonzales’ work with Verna Tallsalt’s 5th grade class, implementing the new 
Characteristics of the Planets unit that the two of them had designed.

By Deidre Hunter
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In 2017, the Putnam Collection Center (PCC) continued its mission of acquiring, preserving, 
making available, exhibiting, and interpreting collections. Archivist/Librarian Lauren Amundson 
oversaw all aspects of the daily activities and larger projects in the PCC. 

Amundson attended the annual Arizona Archives Summit in Tempe in January. In June, she served 
as co-moderator of a roundtable group for the Physics, Astronomy and Math division of the Special 
Libraries Association at its conference in Phoenix.

Natalee Martino and Tim Yamamura of Northern Arizona University visited the archives several 
times to conduct research on Percival Lowell’s writings, particularly his poems. Amundson received 
roughly two dozen requests from authors, publishers, filmmakers, educators, and historians for the 
reproduction and use of archival materials. 

Paid staff and volunteers continued to move manuscript materials, photographs, and books from 
the Slipher Building basement to the PCC’s walk-in freezer and repository. Amundson managed 
twelve volunteers and their projects, which included collections processing, cataloging, digitization, 
and preparation for moving materials to the PCC. 

In May, Stacey Christen was hired as the Elizabeth Roemer Archives Intern. Dr. Elizabeth Roemer 
was a prominent astronomer whose primary studies included comets and asteroids. She left her 
papers and glass plate negatives to Lowell upon her passing in 2016, and Stacey processed the 
collection throughout 2017. When she has completed the project, historians and researchers will have 
full access to Dr. Roemer’s correspondence, photographs, and research notes.    

Amundson had a local printing company digitize roughly 200 blueprints and drawings of various 
Lowell telescopes and buildings. A volunteer flattened the prints using humidity, which makes them 
easier to store and digitize. 

The archives continued to partner with the Arizona Memory Project and Arizona Archives Online 
to make its digital collections and finding aids available to the public. Lowell educators and docents 
hosted daily open houses in the PCC lobby, where various artifacts are on display. ■

By Lauren Amundson

Image (Left): A blueprint of the Slipher Building.

Image (Right): Elizabeth Roemer Archive Intern 
Stacey Christen.
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COMMUNICATIONHIGHLIGHTS

Last year was a year of growth for the Communication Department. Not only did our team 
physically grow with new members to the team, but also the scope of our projects with the goal of 
national exposure with the Great American Eclipse.

Towards the end of the year, we gained two “new-to-us” members of team. Both Alma Ruiz-
Velasco and Jelena Lane have worked in the Lowell Public Program for years, but new position 
openings brought them our way and we greeted the extra hands with open arms. 

Alma Ruiz-Velasco filled a position funded by long-time donor and supporter, Bob Ayers. As 
astronomy liaison, Alma gets to share Lowell research and discoveries with the public. This includes 
everything from writing and distributing press releases to the media, attending star parties with 
amateur astronomer groups, and participating in Deidre Hunter’s Navajo-Hopi outreach program to 
bring STEM education to the reservation. 

The goal with the astronomy liaison position is to fulfill the latter half of Lowell Observatory’s 
mission, “to maintain quality public education and outreach programs to bring the results of 
astronomical research to the general public.” It may sound like an overstatement, but there are 
interesting things that happen at the Observatory everyday. Alma is helping to show the public just 
that. 

Jelena Lane took the position of event coordinator and organizes special events up at Mars 
Hill, and our presence at off-site events, including star parties, and various expos. Her work has 
specifically been helpful in attracting more locals up to Lowell, as well as getting us more active in 
community partnerships. 

Our goal is to make Lowell a visible supporter of the Flagstaff community and in return, foster 
support for the Observatory from our locals. We’ve seen this support growing as we partner with 
other entities like the Convention and Visitors Bureau and Northern Arizona University. When people 
think Flagstaff, we want them to think Lowell Observatory, a destination for locals and tourists alike.
(continued on next page)

Image (Left): Sébastien Vaugnet of Agence France Presse sets up his camera in front of the media tent in anticipation 
of live streaming the Great American Eclipse from Lowell’s event in Madras, OR. The tent was set up by the 
Communication team to include press kits, access to electrical outlets, and wifi hot spots for media personnel.

Image (Right): Kevin Schindler’s book, Northern Arizona Space Training.

By Molly Baker
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COMMUNICATIONHIGHLIGHTS

(continued from previous page)

For Lowell Observatory and much of the nation, 2017 was the year of the Great American Eclipse. 
The Communication Department was tasked with advertising an event of proportions unlike the 
Observatory had ever taken on before.  

One of the many goals of the Lowell Observatory Solar Eclipse Experience 2017 was getting 
Lowell Observatory national exposure. We racked up a total of 64 registered media personnel, some 
from as close as our hometown NPR station and others as far as BBC radio in London and Cosmos 
magazine out of Australia with a few ABC news channels scattered across the nation. Not to mention 
being our partnered stream with Science Channel being viewed by over 1.7 million people. 

Our website views and social media follows reflected the effects of successful advertising with an 
all-time record 6,436 website view on August 21, 2017 and 471 new followers on Facebook. 

An estimated total of 7,000 people experienced the Great American Eclipse with Lowell 
Observatory at the event in Madras and on Mars Hill in Flagstaff.

For the year, Kevin Schindler gave 26 presentations and wrote 56 articles and columns for a 
variety of publications, as well as a book, Northern Arizona Space Training, with astronomy historian 
Dr. Bill Sheehan. ■



PEER-REVIEWEDPUBLICATIONS

Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Trustee’s Update 43Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Peer-Reviewed Publications 43

Angerhausen, D.; Dreyer, C.; Placek, B.; Csizmadia, Sz.; Eigmüller, Ph.; Godolt, M.; Kitzmann, D.; 
Mallonn, M.; Becklin, E. E.; Collins, P.; Dunham, E. W.; Grenfell, J. L.; Hamilton, R. T.; Kabath, 
P.; Logsdon, S. E.; Mandell, A.; Mandushev, G.; McElwain, M.; McLean, I. S.; Pfueller, E.; Rauer, 
H.; Savage, M.; Shenoy, S.; Vacca, W. D.; Van Cleve, J. E.; Wiedemann, M.; Wolf, J. Simultaneous 
multicolour optical and near-IR transit photometry of GJ 1214b with SOFIA. Astronomy & 
Astrophysics, Volume 608, id.A120, 12 pp.

Eisner, Nora; Knight, Matthew M.; Schleicher, David G. The Rotation and Other Properties of 
Comet 49P/Arend-Rigaux, 1984-2012. The Astronomical Journal, Volume 154, Issue 5, article id. 
196, 18 pp.

Holler, B. J.; Young, L. A.; Buie, M. W.; Grundy, W. M.; Lyke, J. E.; Young, E. F.; Roe, H. G. 
Measuring temperature and ammonia hydrate ice on Charon in 2015 from Keck/OSIRIS spectra. 
Icarus, Volume 284, p. 394-406.

Howard, Alan D.; Moore, Jeffrey M.; White, Oliver L.; Umurhan, Orkan M.; Schenk, Paul M.; 
Grundy, William M.; Schmitt, Bernard; Philippe, Sylvain; McKinnon, William B.; Spencer, John 
R.; Beyer, Ross A.; Stern, S. Alan; Ennico, Kimberly; Olkin, Cathy B.; Weaver, Harold A.; Young, 
Leslie A.. Pluto: Pits and mantles on uplands north and east of Sputnik Planitia. Icarus, Volume 
293, p. 218-230.

Moore, Jeffrey M.; Howard, Alan D.; Umurhan, Orkan M.; White, Oliver L.; Schenk, Paul M.; 
Beyer, Ross A.; McKinnon, William B.; Spencer, John R.; Grundy, Will M.; Lauer, Tod R.; Nimmo, 
Francis; Young, Leslie A.; Stern, S. Alan; Weaver, Harold A.; Olkin, Cathy B.; Ennico, Kimberly; 
New Horizons Science Team. Sublimation as a landform-shaping process on Pluto. Icarus, Volume 
287, p. 320-333.

White, Oliver L.; Moore, Jeffrey M.; McKinnon, William B.; Spencer, John R.; Howard, Alan D.; 
Schenk, Paul M.; Beyer, Ross A.; Nimmo, Francis; Singer, Kelsi N.; Umurhan, Orkan M.; Stern, S. 
Alan; Ennico, Kimberly; Olkin, Cathy B.; Weaver, Harold A.; Young, Leslie A.; Cheng, Andrew F.; 
Bertrand, Tanguy; Binzel, Richard P.; Earle, Alissa M.; Grundy, Will M.; Lauer, Tod R.; Protopapa, 
Silvia; Robbins, Stuart J.; Schmitt, Bernard; New Horizons Science Team. Geological mapping of 
Sputnik Planitia on Pluto. Icarus, Volume 287, p. 261-286.

Schmitt, B.; Philippe, S.; Grundy, W. M.; Reuter, D. C.; Côte, R.; Quirico, E.; Protopapa, S.; 
Young, L. A.; Binzel, R. P.; Cook, J. C.; Cruikshank, D. P.; Dalle Ore, C. M.; Earle, A. M.; Ennico, 
K.; Howett, C. J. A.; Jennings, D. E.; Linscott, I. R.; Lunsford, A. W.; Olkin, C. B.; Parker, A. 
H.; Parker, J. Wm.; Singer, K. N.; Spencer, J. R.; Stansberry, J. A.; Stern, S. A.; Tsang, C. C. C.; 
Verbiscer, A. J.; Weaver, H. A.; New Horizons Science Team. Physical state and distribution of 
materials at the surface of Pluto from New Horizons LEISA imaging spectrometer. Icarus, Volume 
287, p. 229-260.

Protopapa, S.; Grundy, W. M.; Reuter, D. C.; Hamilton, D. P.; Dalle Ore, C. M.; Cook, J. C.; 
Cruikshank, D. P.; Schmitt, B.; Philippe, S.; Quirico, E.; Binzel, R. P.; Earle, A. M.; Ennico, K.; 
Howett, C. J. A.; Lunsford, A. W.; Olkin, C. B.; Parker, A.; Singer, K. N.; Stern, A.; Verbiscer, A. 
J.; Weaver, H. A.; Young, L. A.; New Horizons Science Team. Pluto’s global surface composition 
through pixel-by-pixel Hapke modeling of New Horizons Ralph/LEISA data. Icarus, Volume 287, p. 
218-228.

Buratti, B. J.; Hofgartner, J. D.; Hicks, M. D.; Weaver, H. A.; Stern, S. A.; Momary, T.; Mosher, J. 
A.; Beyer, R. A.; Verbiscer, A. J.; Zangari, A. M.; Young, L. A.; Lisse, C. M.; Singer, K.; Cheng, 
A.; Grundy, W.; Ennico, K.; Olkin, C. B. Global albedos of Pluto and Charon from LORRI New 
Horizons observations. Icarus, Volume 287, p. 207-217.



PEER-REVIEWEDPUBLICATIONS

Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Trustee’s Update 44Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Peer-Reviewed Publications 44

Robbins, Stuart J.; Singer, Kelsi N.; Bray, Veronica J.; Schenk, Paul; Lauer, Tod R.; Weaver, 
Harold A.; Runyon, Kirby; McKinnon, William B.; Beyer, Ross A.; Porter, Simon; White, Oliver L.; 
Hofgartner, Jason D.; Zangari, Amanda M.; Moore, Jeffrey M.; Young, Leslie A.; Spencer, John 
R.; Binzel, Richard P.; Buie, Marc W.; Buratti, Bonnie J.; Cheng, Andrew F.; Grundy, William M.; 
Linscott, Ivan R.; Reitsema, Harold J.; Reuter, Dennis C.; Showalter, Mark R.; Tyler, G. Len; Olkin, 
Catherine B.; Ennico, Kimberly S.; Stern, S. Alan; New Horizons Lorri, Mvic Instrument Teams. 
Craters of the Pluto-Charon system. Icarus, Volume 287, p. 187-206.

Howett, C. J. A.; Ennico, K.; Olkin, C. B.; Buie, M. W.; Verbiscer, A. J.; Zangari, A. M.; Parker, A. 
H.; Reuter, D. C.; Grundy, W. M.; Weaver, H. A.; Young, L. A.; Stern, S. A. Charon’s light curves, 
as observed by New Horizons’ Ralph color camera (MVIC) on approach to the Pluto system. 
Icarus, Volume 287, p. 152-160.

Howett, C. J. A.; Parker, A. H.; Olkin, C. B.; Reuter, D. C.; Ennico, K.; Grundy, W. M.; Graps, A. 
L.; Harrison, K. P.; Throop, H. B.; Buie, M. W.; Lovering, J. R.; Porter, S. B.; Weaver, H. A.; Young, 
L. A.; Stern, S. A.; Beyer, R. A.; Binzel, R. P.; Buratti, B. J.; Cheng, A. F.; Cook, J. C.; Cruikshank, 
D. P.; Dalle Ore, C. M.; Earle, A. M.; Jennings, D. E.; Linscott, I. R.; Lunsford, A. W.; Parker, J. W. 
m.; Phillippe, S.; Protopapa, S.; Quirico, E.; Schenk, P. M.; Schmitt, B.; Singer, K. N.; Spencer, J. R.; 
Stansberry, J. A.; Tsang, C. C. C.; Weigle, G. E.; Verbiscer, A. J. Inflight radiometric calibration of 
New Horizons’ Multispectral Visible Imaging Camera (MVIC). Icarus, Volume 287, p. 140-151.

Earle, Alissa M.; Binzel, Richard P.; Young, Leslie A.; Stern, S. A.; Ennico, K.; Grundy, W.; Olkin, 
C. B.; Weaver, H. A.; New Horizons Geology and Geophysics Imaging Team. Long-term surface 
temperature modeling of Pluto. Icarus, Volume 287, p. 37-46.

Binzel, Richard P.; Earle, Alissa M.; Buie, Marc W.; Young, Leslie A.; Stern, S. Alan; Olkin, Cathy B.; 
Ennico, Kimberly; Moore, Jeffrey M.; Grundy, Will; Weaver, Harold A.; Lisse, Carey M.; Lauer, 
Tod R.; New Horizons Geology; Geophysics Imaging Team. Climate zones on Pluto and Charon. 
Icarus, Volume 287, p. 30-36.

McKinnon, William B.; Stern, S. A.; Weaver, H. A.; Nimmo, F.; Bierson, C. J.; Grundy, W. M.; 
Cook, J. C.; Cruikshank, D. P.; Parker, A. H.; Moore, J. M.; Spencer, J. R.; Young, L. A.; Olkin, C. 
B.; Ennico Smith, K.; New Horizons Geology, Geophysics; Imaging; Composition Theme Teams. 
Origin of the Pluto-Charon system: Constraints from the New Horizons flyby. Icarus, Volume 287, 
p. 2-11. 

Olkin, Catherine B.; Spencer, John R.; Grundy, William M.; Parker, Alex H.; Beyer, Ross A.; 
Schenk, Paul M.; Howett, Carly J. A.; Stern, S. Alan; Reuter, Dennis C.; Weaver, Harold A.; Young, 
Leslie A.; Ennico, Kimberly; Binzel, Richard P.; Buie, Marc W.; Cook, Jason C.; Cruikshank, Dale 
P.; Dalle Ore, Cristina M.; Earle, Alissa M.; Jennings, Donald E.; Singer, Kelsi N.; Linscott, Ivan E.; 
Lunsford, Allen W.; Protopapa, Silvia; Schmitt, Bernard; Weigle, Eddie; the New Horizons Science 
Team. The Global Color of Pluto from New Horizons. The Astronomical Journal, Volume 154, Issue 
6, article id. 258, 13 pp. 

Egeland, Ricky; Soon, Willie; Baliunas, Sallie; Hall, Jeffrey C.; Pevtsov, Alexei A.; Bertello, Luca. 
The Mount Wilson Observatory S-index of the Sun. The Astrophysical Journal, Volume 835, Issue 
1, article id. 25, 16 pp.

Hanley, Jennifer. Titan: Bubbles in focus. Nature Astronomy, Volume 1, id. 0122.

Johnson, Megan C.; Hunter, Deidre A.; Kamphuis, Peter; Wang, Jing. A constant intrinsic 
thickness for dwarf irregular galaxies? Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society: Letters, 
Volume 465, Issue 1, p.L49-L53



PEER-REVIEWEDPUBLICATIONS

Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Trustee’s Update 45Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Peer-Reviewed Publications 45

Adamo, A.; Ryon, J. E.; Messa, M.; Kim, H.; Grasha, K.; Cook, D. O.; Calzetti, D.; Lee, J. C.; 
Whitmore, B. C.; Elmegreen, B. G.; Ubeda, L.; Smith, L. J.; Bright, S. N.; Runnholm, A.; Andrews, 
J. E.; Fumagalli, M.; Gouliermis, D. A.; Kahre, L.; Nair, P.; Thilker, D.; Walterbos, R.; Wofford, 
A.; Aloisi, A.; Ashworth, G.; Brown, T. M.; Chandar, R.; Christian, C.; Cignoni, M.; Clayton, G. 
C.; Dale, D. A.; de Mink, S. E.; Dobbs, C.; Elmegreen, D. M.; Evans, A. S.; Gallagher, J. S., III; 
Grebel, E. K.; Herrero, A.; Hunter, D. A.; Johnson, K. E.; Kennicutt, R. C.; Krumholz, M. R.; 
Lennon, D.; Levay, K.; Martin, C.; Nota, A.; Östlin, G.; Pellerin, A.; Prieto, J.; Regan, M. W.; Sabbi, 
E.; Sacchi, E.; Schaerer, D.; Schiminovich, D.; Shabani, F.; Tosi, M.; Van Dyk, S. D.; Zackrisson, E. 
Legacy ExtraGalactic UV Survey with The Hubble Space Telescope: Stellar Cluster Catalogs and 
First Insights Into Cluster Formation and Evolution in NGC 628. The Astrophysical Journal, Volume 
841, Issue 2, article id. 131, 26 pp.

Hunter, Deidre A. Vera Cooper Rubin (1928-2016). Publications of the Astronomical Society of 
Pacific, Volume 129, Issue 974, pp. 040201

Maier, Erin; Elmegreen, Bruce G.; Hunter, Deidre A.; Chien, Li-Hsin; Hollyday, Gigja; Simpson, 
Caroline E. The Nature of Turbulence in the LITTLE THINGS Dwarf Irregular Galaxies. The 
Astronomical Journal, Volume 153, Issue 4, article id. 163, 35 pp.

Hunter, Deidre A.; Elmegreen, Bruce G.; Gehret, Elizabeth. Erratum: “Young Star Clusters in the 
Outer Disks of LITTLE THINGS Dwarf Irregular Galaxies” (2016, AJ, 151, 136). The Astronomical 
Journal, Volume 153, Issue 1, article id. 48, 1 pp.

Hunter, Deidre A.; Ficut-Vicas, Dana; Ashley, Trisha; Brinks, Elias; Cigan, Phil; Elmegreen, Bruce 
G.; Heesen, Volker; Herrmann, Kimberly A.; Johnson, Megan; Oh, Se-Heon; Rupen, Michael P.; 
Schruba, Andreas; Simpson, Caroline E.; Walter, Fabian; Westpfahl, David J.; Young, Lisa M.; 
Zhang, Hong-Xin. Erratum: “Little Things” (2012, AJ, 144, 134). The Astronomical Journal, Volume 
153, Issue 1, article id. 47, 3 pp.

Elmegreen, Bruce G.; Hunter, Deidre A. Outskirts of Nearby Disk Galaxies: Star Formation and 
Stellar Populations. Outskirts of Galaxies, Astrophysics and Space Science Library, Volume 434. 
ISBN 978-3-319-56569-9. Springer International Publishing AG, 2017, p. 115

Kellogg, Kendra; Prato, L.; Torres, Guillermo; Schaefer, G. H.; Avilez, I.; Ruíz-Rodríguez, D.; 
Wasserman, L. H.; Bonanos, Alceste Z.; Guenther, E. W.; Neuhäuser, R.; Levine, S. E.; Bosh, A. 
S.; Morzinski, Katie M.; Close, Laird; Bailey, Vanessa; Hinz, Phil; Males, Jared R. The TWA 3 Young 
Triple System: Orbits, Disks, Evolution. The Astrophysical Journal, Volume 844, Issue 2, article id. 
168, 16 pp.

Dahn, Conard C.; Harris, Hugh C.; Subasavage, John P.; Ables, Harold D.; Canzian, Blaise 
J.; Guetter, Harry H.; Harris, Fred H.; Henden, Arne H.; Leggett, S. K.; Levine, Stephen E.; 
Luginbuhl, Christian B.; Monet, Alice B.; Monet, David G.; Munn, Jeffrey A.; Pier, Jeffrey R.; Stone, 
Ronald C.; Vrba, Frederick J.; Walker, Richard L.; Tilleman, Trudy M. CCD Parallaxes for 309 Late-
type Dwarfs and Subdwarfs. The Astronomical Journal, Volume 154, Issue 4, article id. 147, 18 pp.

Levine, S. The AAVSO Photometric All-Sky Survey (APASS) at Data Release 10 (Abstract). The 
Journal of the American Association of Variable Star Observers, vol. 45, no. 1, p. 127.

Pasachoff, Jay M.; Babcock, Bryce A.; Durst, Rebecca F.; Seeger, Christina H.; Levine, Stephen 
E.; Bosh, Amanda S.; Person, Michael J.; Sickafoose, Amanda A.; Zuluaga, Carlos A.; Kosiarek, 
Molly R.; Abe, Fumio; Nagakane, Masayuki; Suzuki, Daisuke; Tristram, Paul J.; Arredondo, Anicia. 
Pluto occultation on 2015 June 29 UTC with central flash and atmospheric spikes just before the 
New Horizons flyby. Icarus, Volume 296, p. 305-314. 



PEER-REVIEWEDPUBLICATIONS

Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Trustee’s Update 46Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Peer-Reviewed Publications 46

Fares, R.; Bourrier, V.; Vidotto, A. A.; Moutou, C.; Jardine, M. M.; Zarka, P.; Helling, Ch.; 
Lecavelier des Etangs, A.; Llama, J.; Louden, T.; Wheatley, P. J.; Ehrenreich, D. MOVES - I. The 
evolving magnetic field of the planet-hosting star HD189733. Monthly Notices of the Royal 
Astronomical Society, Volume 471, Issue 1, p.1246-1257.

Zellem, Robert T.; Swain, Mark R.; Roudier, Gael; Shkolnik, Evgenya L.; Creech-Eakman, 
Michelle J.; Ciardi, David R.; Line, Michael R.; Iyer, Aishwarya R.; Bryden, Geoffrey; Llama, Joe; 
Fahy, Kristen A. Forecasting the Impact of Stellar Activity on Transiting Exoplanet Spectra. The 
Astrophysical Journal, Volume 844, Issue 1, article id. 27, 7 pp.

Shkolnik, Evgenya L.; Llama, Joe. Signatures of Star-Planet Interactions. Handbook of Exoplanets, 
Edited by Hans J. Deeg and Juan Antonio Belmonte. Springer Living Reference Work, 2017

Fares, R.; Bourrier, V.; Vidotto, A. A.; Moutou, C.; Jardine, M. M.; Zarka, P.; Helling, Ch.; 
Lecavelier des Etangs, A.; Llama, J.; Louden, T.; Wheatley, P. J.; Ehrenreich, D. MOVES - I. The 
evolving magnetic field of the planet-hosting star HD189733. Monthly Notices of the Royal 
Astronomical Society, Volume 471, Issue 1, p.1246-1257

Massey, Philip; Neugent, Kathryn F.; Levesque, Emily M. The evolution of massive stars: 
bridging the gap in the Local Group. Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society A, Volume 
375, Issue 2105, id.20160267.

Massey, Philip; Neugent, Kathryn F.; Morrell, Nidia. A Modern Search for Wolf-Rayet Stars 
in the Magellanic Clouds. III. A Third Year of Discoveries. The Astrophysical Journal, Volume 837, 
Issue 2, article id. 122, 8 pp. 

Moskovitz, Nicholas A.; Polishook, David; DeMeo, Francesca E.; Binzel, Richard P.; Endicott, 
Thomas; Yang, Bin; Howell, Ellen S.; Vervack, , Ronald J.; Fernández, Yanga R. Near-infrared 
thermal emission from near-Earth asteroids: Aspect-dependent variability. Icarus, Volume 284, p. 
97-105.

Leith, Thomas B.; Moskovitz, Nicholas A.; Mayne, Rhiannon G.; DeMeo, Francesca E.; Takir, 
Driss; Burt, Brian J.; Binzel, Richard P.; Pefkou, Dimitra. The compositional diversity of non-Vesta 
basaltic asteroids. Icarus, Volume 295, p. 61-73.

Polishook, D.; Moskovitz, N.; Thirouin, A.; Bosh, A.; Levine, S.; Zuluaga, C.; Tegler, S. C.; 
Aharonson, O. The fast spin of near-Earth asteroid (455213) 2001 OE84, revisited after 14 years: 
Constraints on internal structure. Icarus, Volume 297, p. 126-133.

Leith, Thomas B.; Moskovitz, Nicholas A.; Mayne, Rhiannon G.; DeMeo, Francesca E.; Takir, 
Driss; Burt, Brian J.; Binzel, Richard P.; Pefkou, Dimitra. The compositional diversity of non-Vesta 
basaltic asteroids. Icarus, Volume 295, p. 61-73.

Vokrouhlický, D.; Pravec, P.; Durech, J.; Bolin, B.; Jedicke, R.; Kušnirák, P.; Galád, A.; Hornoch, 
K.;  Kryszczynska, A.; Colas, F.; Moskovitz, N.; Thirouin, A.; Nesvorný, D. The young Datura 
asteroid family. Spins, shapes, and population estimate. Astronomy & Astrophysics, Volume 598, 
id.A91, 19 pp.

Neugent, Kathryn F.; Massey, Philip; Hillier, D. John; Morrell, Nidia. The Evolution and 
Physical Parameters of WN3/O3s: A New Type of Wolf-Rayet Star. The Astrophysical Journal, 
Volume 841, Issue 1, article id. 20, 19 pp.



PEER-REVIEWEDPUBLICATIONS

Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Trustee’s Update 47Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Peer-Reviewed Publications 47

Allen, T. S.; Prato, L.; Wright-Garba, N.; Schaefer, G.; Biddle, L. I.; Skiff, B.; Avilez, I.; 
Muzzio, R.; Simon, M. Properties of the Closest Young Binaries. I. DF Tau’s Unequal Circumstellar 
Disk Evolution. The Astrophysical Journal, Volume 845, Issue 2, article id. 161, 16 pp. 

Simon, M.; Guilloteau, S.; Di Folco, E.; Dutrey, A.; Grosso, N.; Piétu, V.; Chapillon, E.; Prato, 
L.; Schaefer, G. H.; Rice, E.; Boehler, Y. Dynamical Masses of Low-mass Stars in the Taurus and 
Ophiuchus Star-forming Regions. The Astrophysical Journal, Volume 844, Issue 2, article id. 158, 
14 pp.

Martin, Emily C.; Mace, Gregory N.; McLean, Ian S.; Logsdon, Sarah E.; Rice, Emily L.; Kirkpatrick, 
J. Davy; Burgasser, Adam J.; McGovern, Mark R.; Prato, Lisa. Surface Gravities for 228 M, 
L, and T Dwarfs in the NIRSPEC Brown Dwarf Spectroscopic Survey. The Astrophysical Journal, 
Volume 838, Issue 1, article id. 73, 31 pp.

Wang, Ji; Prato, Lisa; Mawet, Dimitri. Time-resolved High Spectral Resolution Observation of 
2MASSW J0746425+200032AB. The Astrophysical Journal, Volume 838, Issue 1, article id. 35, 
10 pp.

Snodgrass, C.; A’Hearn, M. F.; Aceituno, F.; Afanasiev, V.; Bagnulo, S.; Bauer, J.; Bergond, G.; 
Besse, S.; Biver, N.; Bodewits, D.; Boehnhardt, H.; Bonev, B. P.; Borisov, G.; Carry, B.; Casanova, 
V.; Cochran, A.; Conn, B. C.; Davidsson, B.; Davies, J. K.; de León, J.; de Mooij, E.; de Val-Borro, 
M.; Delacruz, M.; DiSanti, M. A.; Drew, J. E.; Duffard, R.; Edberg, N. J. T.; Faggi, S.; Feaga, 
L.; Fitzsimmons, A.; Fujiwara, H.; Gibb, E. L.; Gillon, M.; Green, S. F.; Guijarro, A.; Guilbert-
Lepoutre, A.; Gutiérrez, P. J.; Hadamcik, E.; Hainaut, O.; Haque, S.; Hedrosa, R.; Hines, D.; 
Hopp, U.; Hoyo, F.; Hutsemékers, D.; Hyland, M.; Ivanova, O.; Jehin, E.; Jones, G. H.; Keane, J. 
V.; Kelley, M. S. P.; Kiselev, N.; Kleyna, J.; Kluge, M.; Knight, M. M.; Kokotanekova, R.; Koschny, 
D.; Kramer, E. A.; López-Moreno, J. J.; Lacerda, P.; Lara, L. M.; Lasue, J.; Lehto, H. J.; Levasseur-
Regourd, A. C.; Licandro, J.; Lin, Z. Y.; Lister, T.; Lowry, S. C.; Mainzer, A.; Manfroid, J.; Marchant, 
J.; McKay, A. J.; McNeill, A.; Meech, K. J.; Micheli, M.; Mohammed, I.; Monguió, M.; Moreno, 
F.; Muñoz, O.; Mumma, M. J.; Nikolov, P.; Opitom, C.; Ortiz, J. L.; Paganini, L.; Pajuelo, M.; 
Pozuelos, F. J.; Protopapa, S.; Pursimo, T.; Rajkumar, B.; Ramanjooloo, Y.; Ramos, E.; Ries, C.; 
Riffeser, A.; Rosenbush, V.; Rousselot, P.; Ryan, E. L.; Santos-Sanz, P.; Schleicher, D. G.; Schmidt, 
M.; Schulz, R.; Sen, A. K.; Somero, A.; Sota, A.; Stinson, A.; Sunshine, J. M.; Thompson, A.; Tozzi, 
G. P.; Tubiana, C.; Villanueva, G. L.; Wang, X.; Wooden, D. H.; Yagi, M.; Yang, B.; Zaprudin, B.; 
Zegmott, T. J. The 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko observation campaign in support of the Rosetta 
mission. Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society A, Volume 375, Issue 2097, id.20160249

Oszkiewicz, Dagmara A.; Skiff, Brian A.; Moskovitz, Nick; Kankiewicz, Pawel; Marciniak, 
Anna; Licandro, Javier; Galiazzo, Mattia A.; Zeilinger, Werner W. Non-Vestoid candidate asteroids 
in the inner main belt. Astronomy & Astrophysics, Volume 599, id.A107, 15 pp.

Thirouin, Audrey; Sheppard, Scott S.; Noll, Keith S. 2004 TT357: A Potential Contact Binary in 
the Trans-Neptunian Belt. The Astrophysical Journal, Volume 844, Issue 2, article id. 135, 6 pp.

Thirouin, Audrey; Sheppard, Scott S. A Possible Dynamically Cold Classical Contact Binary: 
(126719) 2002 CC249. The Astronomical Journal, Volume 154, Issue 6, article id. 241, 8 pp.

Santos-Sanz, P.; Lellouch, E.; Groussin, O.; Lacerda, P.; Müller, T. G.; Ortiz, J. L.; Kiss, C.; Vilenius, 
E.; Stansberry, J.; Duffard, R.; Fornasier, S.; Jorda, L.; Thirouin, A. “TNOs are Cool”: A survey of 
the trans-Neptunian region. XII. Thermal light curves of Haumea, 2003 VS2 and 2003 AZ84 with 
Herschel/PACS. Astronomy & Astrophysics, Volume 604, id.A95, 19 pp.

Dias-Oliveira, A.; Sicardy, B.; Ortiz, J. L.; Braga-Ribas, F.; Leiva, R.; Vieira-Martins, R.; Benedetti-
Rossi, G.; Camargo, J. I. B.; Assafin, M.; Gomes-Júnior, A. R.; Baug, T.; Chandrasekhar, T.; 



PEER-REVIEWEDPUBLICATIONS

Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Trustee’s Update 48Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Peer-Reviewed Publications 48

Desmars, J.; Duffard, R.; Santos-Sanz, P.; Ergang, Z.; Ganesh, S.; Ikari, Y.; Irawati, P.; Jain, J.; 
Liying, Z.; Richichi, A.; Shengbang, Q.; Behrend, R.; Benkhaldoun, Z.; Brosch, N.; Daassou, A.; 
Frappa, E.; Gal-Yam, A.; Garcia-Lozano, R.; Gillon, M.; Jehin, E.; Kaspi, S.; Klotz, A.; Lecacheux, 
J.; Mahasena, P.; Manfroid, J.; Manulis, I.; Maury, A.; Mohan, V.; Morales, N.; Ofek, E.; Rinner, 
C.; Sharma, A.; Sposetti, S.; Tanga, P.; Thirouin, A.; Vachier, F.; Widemann, T.; Asai, A.; Hayato, 
Watanabe; Hiroyuki, Watanabe; Owada, M.; Yamamura, H.; Hayamizu, T.; Bradshaw, J.; Kerr, S.; 
Tomioka, H.; Andersson, S.; Dangl, G.; Haymes, T.; Naves, R.; Wortmann, G. Study of the Plutino 
Object (208996) 2003 AZ84 from Stellar Occultations: Size, Shape, and Topographic Features. 
The Astronomical Journal, Volume 154, Issue 1, article id. 22, 13 pp.

Furlan, E.; Ciardi, D. R.; Everett, M. E.; Saylors, M.; Teske, J. K.; Horch, E. P.; Howell, S. B.; 
van Belle, G. T.; Hirsch, L. A.; Gautier, T. N., III; Adams, E. R.; Barrado, D.; Cartier, K. M. S.; 
Dressing, C. D.; Dupree, A. K.; Gilliland, R. L.; Lillo-Box, J.; Lucas, P. W.; Wang, J. The Kepler 
Follow-up Observation Program. I. A Catalog of Companions to Kepler Stars from High-
Resolution Imaging. The Astronomical Journal, Volume 153, Issue 2, article id. 71, 28 pp.

Swihart, Samuel J.; Garcia, E. Victor; Stassun, Keivan G.; van Belle, Gerard; Mutterspaugh, 
Matthew W.; Elias, Nicholas. A Catalog of Calibrator Stars for Next-generation Optical 
Interferometers. The Astronomical Journal, Volume 153, Issue 1, article id. 16, 9 pp.

Boyajian, Tabetha S.; von Braun, Kaspar; van Belle, Gerard; McAlister, Harold A.; ten 
Brummelaar, Theo A.; Kane, Stephen R.; Muirhead, Phil; Jones, Jeremy; White, Russel; Schaefer, 
Gail; Ciardi, David; Henry, Todd; López-Morales, Mercedes; Ridgway, Stephen; Gies, Douglas; 
Jao, Wei-Chun; Rojas-Ayala, Bárbara; Parks, J. Robert; Sturmann, Laszlo; Sturmann, Judit; 
Turner, Nils H.; Farrington, Chris; Goldfinger, P. J.; Berger, David H. Erratum: “Stellar Diameters 
and Temperatures. II. Main-sequence K- and M-stars” (2012, ApJ, 757, 112). The Astrophysical 
Journal, Volume 845, Issue 2, article id. 178, 1 pp.

Pilyavsky, Genady; Mauskopf, Philip; Smith, Nathan; Schroeder, Edward; Sinclair, Adrian; van 
Belle, Gerard T.; Hinkel, Natalie; Scowen, Paul. Single-Photon Intensity Interferometry (SPIIFy): 
utilizing available telescopes. Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society, Volume 467, 
Issue 3, p.3048-3055.

Furlan, E.; Ciardi, D. R.; Everett, M. E.; Saylors, M.; Teske, J. K.; Horch, E. P.; Howell, S. B.; 
van Belle, G. T.; Hirsch, L. A.; Gautier, T. N., III; Adams, E. R.; Barrado, D.; Cartier, K. M. S.; 
Dressing, C. D.; Dupree, A. K.; Gilliland, R. L.; Lillo-Box, J.; Lucas, P. W.; Wang, J. Erratum: “The 
Kepler Follow-up Observation Program. I. A Catalog of Companions to Kepler Stars from High-
resolution Imaging” (2017, AJ, 153, 71). The Astronomical Journal, Volume 153, Issue 4, article 
id. 201, 5 pp.

Carrasco, Mauricio; Barrientos, L. Felipe; Anguita, Timo; García-Vergara, Cristina; Bayliss, 
Matthew; Gladders, Michael; Gilbank, David; Yee, H. K. C.; West, Michael. VLT/Magellan 
Spectroscopy of 29 Strong Lensing Selected Galaxy Clusters. The Astrophysical Journal, Volume 
834, Issue 2, article id. 210, 22 pp.

	

West, Michael J.; de Propris, Roberto; Bremer, Malcolm N.; Phillipps, Steven. Ten billion years of 
brightest cluster galaxy alignments. Nature Astronomy, Volume 1, id. 0157. ■



49Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Conference Proceedings & Abstracts

CONFERENCEPROCEEDINGS & ABSTRACTS
Avilez, Ian; Prato, Lisa A.; Allen, Thomas; Wright-Garba, Nuria Meilani Laure; Biddle, 
Lauren; Muzzio, Ryan. Variable Stellar and Circumstellar Properties of the Young Binary VV CrA. 
American Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #229, id.241.04

Evans, Kate Anne; Massey, Philip. The Red Supergiant Content of the LMC and SMC. American 
Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #229, id.154.04	

Benedict, George Fritz; Franz, Otto G.; Wasserman, Lawrence H. The Multiple-component 
Binary Hyad, vA 351 - a Progress Report. American Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #230, 
id.217.01

Spencer, J. R.; Grundy, W. M. The Longitudinal Distribution of Condensed Oxygen on Europa. 
American Geophysical Union, Fall Meeting 2017, abstract #P43D-2907

Liang, W.; Johnson, J. R.; Hayes, A.; Lemmon, M. T.; Bell, J. F., III; Grundy, W. M.; Deen, R. G. 
Spectrophotometric Modeling of MAHLI Goniometer Observations. American Geophysical Union, 
Fall Meeting 2017, abstract #P31A-2795

Johnson, J. R.; Bell, J. F., III; Hayes, A.; Liang, W.; Lemmon, M. T.; Grundy, W. M.; Deen, R. G. 
Modeling of Mastcam Visible/Near-Infrared Spectrophotometric Observations at Yellowknife Bay. 
American Geophysical Union, Fall Meeting 2017, abstract #P31A-2794

Moore, J. M.; Grundy, W. M.; Spencer, J. R.; McKinnon, W. B.; Cruikshank, D. P.; White, O. L.; 
Umurhan, O. M.; Beyer, R. A.; Singer, K. N.; Schenk, P.; Stern, A.; Weaver, H. A., Jr.; Olkin, C. Great 
Expectations: The New Horizons Imaging and Composition Pre-Encounter Plans and Contemplations 
of 2014 MU69. American Geophysical Union, Fall Meeting 2017, abstract #P13F-09

Weaver, H. A., Jr.; Buie, M. W.; Howett, C.; Olkin, C.; Parker, A. H.; Parker, J. W.; Porter, S. B.; 
Robbins, S. J.; Singer, K. N.; Spencer, J. R.; Stern, A.; Young, L. A.; Zangari, A. M.; Lauer, T.; 
Showalter, M.; Verbiscer, A.; McKinnon, W. B.; Cook, J. C.; Grundy, W. M.; Protopapa, S.; 
Hamilton, D. P.; Schmitt, B.; Buratti, B. J.; Binzel, R. P.; Jennings, D. E.; Reuter, D.; Cruikshank, D. P.; 
Dalle Ore, C.; Ennico Smith, K.; Moore, J. M.; Cheng, A. F.; Lisse, C. M. Small Bodies in the Kuiper 
Belt : Lessons from Pluto’s Small Satellites. American Geophysical Union, Fall Meeting 2017, abstract 
#P13F-06

Singer, K. N.; Schenk, P.; White, O. L.; Moore, J. M.; McKinnon, W. B.; Grundy, W. M.; Spencer, J. 
R.; Stern, A.; Cook, J. C.; Nimmo, F.; Howard, A. D.; Cruikshank, D. P.; Beyer, R. A.; Umurhan, O. 
M.; Lauer, T.; Weaver, H. A., Jr.; Young, L. A.; Ennico Smith, K. Cryovolcanic Resurfacing on Pluto. 
American Geophysical Union, Fall Meeting 2017, abstract #P13F-05

Olkin, C.; Spencer, J. R.; Grundy, W. M.; Parker, A. H.; Beyer, R. A.; Reuter, D.; Schenk, P.; Stern, A.; 
Weaver, H. A., Jr.; Young, L. A.; Ennico Smith, K. The Color of Pluto from New Horizons. American 
Geophysical Union, Fall Meeting 2017, abstract #P13F-03

Young, L. A.; Gladstone, R.; Summers, M. E.; Strobel, D. F.; Kammer, J.; Hinson, D. P.; Grundy, 
W. M.; Cruikshank, D. P.; Protopapa, S.; Schmitt, B.; Stern, A.; Weaver, H. A., Jr.; Olkin, C.; Ennico 
Smith, K. Pluto’s surface composition and atmosphere. American Geophysical Union, Fall Meeting 
2017, abstract #P13F-02

Umurhan, O. M.; Howard, A. D.; White, O. L.; Moore, J. M.; Grundy, W. M.; Schenk, P.; Beyer, R. 
A.; McKinnon, W. B.; Singer, K. N.; Lauer, T.; Cheng, A. F.; Stern, A.; Weaver, H. A., Jr.; Young, L. A.; 
Ennico Smith, K.; Olkin, C. Pluto’s Paleoglaciation: Processes and Bounds. American Geophysical 
Union, Fall Meeting 2017, abstract #P11C-2522



50Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Conference Proceedings & Abstracts

CONFERENCEPROCEEDINGS & ABSTRACTS
Parker, A. H.; Howett, C.; Olkin, C.; Protopapa, S.; Grundy, W. M.; Gladstone, R.; Young, L. A.; 
Horst, S. M.; Weaver, H. A., Jr.; Moore, J. M.; Ennico Smith, K.; Stern, A. Constraining Aerosol 
Properties with the Spectrally-Resolved Phase Function of Pluto’s Hazes. American Geophysical 
Union, Fall Meeting 2017, abstract #P11C-2520

Olkin, Catherine; Spencer, John R.; Grundy, William M.; Parker, Alex; Beyer, Ross A.; Reuter, 
Dennis; Schenk, Paul M.; Stern, S. Alan; Weaver, Harold A.; Young, Leslie; Ennico, Kimberly; 
Binzel, Richard P.; Buie, Marc W.; Cook, Jason C.; Cruikshank, Dale P.; Dalle Ore, Cristina M.; 
Earle, Alissa; Howett, Carly; Jennings, Donald E.; Singer, Kelsi N.; Linscott, Ivan; Lunsford, Allen; 
Protopapa, Silvia; Schmitt, Bernard; Weigle, Eddie; and the New Horizons Science Team. The 
Color of Pluto from New Horizons. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.221.02

Singer, Kelsi N.; Knight, Katherine I.; Stern, S. Alan; Olkin, Catherine; Grundy, William M.; 
McKinnon, William B.; Moore, Jeffrey M.; Schenk, Paul M.; Spencer, John R.; Weaver, Harold A.; 
Young, Leslie; Ennico, Kimberly; New Horizons Geology, Geophysics and Imaging Science Theme 
Team, The New Horizons Surface Composition Science Theme Team. Chaotic Mountain Blocks in 
Pluto’s Sputnik Planitia. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.221.01

Rabinowitz, David L.; Benecchi, Susan; Grundy, William M.; Thirouin, Audrey; Verbiscer, 
Anne J. Light Curve observations of the Binary Kuiper Belt Object Manwe-Thorondor. American 
Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.216.06

Lewis, Briley Lynn; Stansberry, John; Grundy, William M.; Schmitt, Bernard; Protopapa, Silvia; 
Trafton, Laurence M.; Holler, Bryan J.; McKinnon, William B.; Schenk, Paul M.; Stern, S. Alan; 
Young, Leslie; Weaver, Harold A.; Olkin, Catherine; Ennico, Kimberly; New Horizons Science 
Team. Topographic and Other Influences on Pluto’s Volatile Ices. American Astronomical Society, 
DPS meeting #49, id.215.02

Grundy, William M.; Umurhan, Orkan M. Are Makemake and Eris Sputnik Planets? American 
Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.202.02

Noll, Keith S.; Grundy, William M.; Buie, Marc W.; Levison, Harold F. Resolved Observations of 
the Patroclus-Menoetius Binary. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.110.40

Earle, Alissa; Grundy, William M.; Howett, Carly; Olkin, Catherine; Parker, Alex Harrison; 
Schenk, Paul M.; Scipioni, Francesca; Beyer, Ross A.; Binzel, Richard P.; Cruikshank, Dale P.; 
Ennico, Kimberly; Reuter, Dennie; Schmitt, Bernard; Stern, S. Alan; Weaver, Harold A.; Young, 
Leslie; New Horizons Science Team. Methane Distribution on Pluto as Mapped by New Horizons’ 
Ralph/MVIC Instrument. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.102.09

Umurhan, Orkan; Howard, Alan D.; White, Oliver L.; Moore, Jeffrey M.; Grundy, William 
M.; Schenk, Paul M.; Beyer, Ross A.; McKinnon, William B.; Singer, Kelsi N.; Lauer, Tod R.; 
Cheng, Andrew F.; Stern, S. Alan; Weaver, Harold A.; Young, Leslie; Ennico, Kimberly; Olkin, 
Catherine; New Horizons Science Team. Pluto’s Paleoglaciation: Processes and Bounds. American 
Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.102.08

Dalle Ore, Cristina M.; Protopapa, Silvia; Cruikshank, Dale P.; Grundy, William M.; Stern, S. 
Alan; Ennico, Kimberly; Olkin, Catherine; Reuter, Dennie; Young, Leslie; Weaver, Harold A.; New 
Horizons Composition Theme Team. Pluto’s non-icy component: a close-in analysis. American 
Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.102.07



51Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Conference Proceedings & Abstracts

CONFERENCEPROCEEDINGS & ABSTRACTS
Cruikshank, Dale P.; Spohrer, Steven; Grundy, William M.; Moore, Jeffrey M.; Umurhan, Orkan 
M.; White, Oliver L.; Beyer, Ross A.; Dalle Ore, Cristina M.; Stern, S. Alan; Young, Leslie; Weaver, 
Harold A.; Olkin, Catherine; Ennico, Kimberly; New Horizons COMP, GGI Teams. Pluto: Fluidized 
transport of tholins by heating of the subsurface. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting 
#49, id.102.06

Radebaugh, Jani; Telfer, Matthew; Parteli, Eric; Beyer, Ross A.; Bertrand, Tanguy; Forget, Francois; 
Nimmo, Francis; Grundy, William M.; Moore, Jeffrey M.; Stern, S. Alan; New Horizons Team. 
Dunes as New Evidence of Recently Active Surface Processes on Pluto. American Astronomical 
Society, DPS meeting #49, id.102.05

Moore, J.; Howard, A.; Umurhan, O.; White, O.; Schenk, P.; Beyer, R.; Grundy, W.; Young, 
L.; Stern, S. A.; Weaver, H.; Olkin, C.; Ennico, K. Bladed Terrain on Pluto: Possible Origins and 
Evolution. European Planetary Science Congress 2017, held 17-22 September, 2017 in Riga 
Latvia, id. EPSC2017-365

Cook, J. C.; Binzel, R. P.; Cruikshank, D. P.; Dalle Ore, C. M.; Earle, A.; Ennico, K.; Grundy, 
W. M.; Howett, C.; Jennings, D. J.; Lunsford, A. W.; Olkin, C. B.; Parker, A. H.; Philippe, S.; 
Protopapa, S.; Reuter, D.; Schmitt, B.; Stansberry, J. A.; Stern, S. A.; Verbiscer, A.; Weaver, H. A.; 
Young, L. A.; New Horizons Composition Theme Team; Ralph Instrument Team. Composition 
of Pluto’s Small Satellites: Analysis of New Horizons Spectral Images. 48th Lunar and Planetary 
Science Conference, held 20-24 March 2017, at The Woodlands, Texas. LPI Contribution No. 
1964, id.2478

Cook, J. C.; Dalle Ore, C. M.; Binzel, R. P.; Cruikshank, D. P.; Earle, A.; Ennico, K.; Grundy, 
W. M.; Howett, C.; Jennings, D. J.; Lunsford, A. W.; Olkin, C. B.; Parker, A. H.; Philippe, S.; 
Protopapa, S.; Reuter, D.; Schmitt, B.; Stansberry, J. A.; Stern, S. A.; Verbiscer, A.; Weaver, H. A.; 
Young, L. A.; New Horizons Composition Theme Team; Ralph Instrument Team. Mapping Charon 
at 2.21 Microns. 48th Lunar and Planetary Science Conference, held 20-24 March 2017, at The 
Woodlands, Texas. LPI Contribution No. 1964, id.2236

Grundy, W. M.; Binzel, R. P.; Buie, M. W.; Cook, J. C.; Cheng, A. F.; Cruikshank, D. P.; Dalle 
Ore, C. M.; Earle, A. M.; Ennico, K.; Jennings, D. E.; Howett, C. J. A.; Linscott, I. E.; Lunsford, 
A. W.; McKinnon, W. B.; Olkin, C. B.; Parker, A. H.; Protopapa, S.; Reuter, D. C.; Singer, K. N.; 
Spencer, J. R.; Stern, S. A.; Weaver, H. A.; Young, L. A. Haze and Cosmic Ray Influences on Pluto’s 
Compositional Environments. 48th Lunar and Planetary Science Conference, held 20-24 March 
2017, at The Woodlands, Texas. LPI Contribution No. 1964, id.2165

Hagerty, J. J.; Barlow, N.; Grundy, W.; Heynssens, J.; Porter, R.; Titus, T. N. Northern Arizona 
Planetary Science Alliance (NAPSA): Year 3 Progress and Initiatives. 48th Lunar and Planetary 
Science Conference, held 20-24 March 2017, at The Woodlands, Texas. LPI Contribution No. 
1964, id.1994

Runyon, K. D.; Stern, S. A.; Lauer, T. R.; Grundy, W.; Summers, M. E.; Singer, K. N. A Geophysical 
Planet Definition. 48th Lunar and Planetary Science Conference, held 20-24 March 2017, at The 
Woodlands, Texas. LPI Contribution No. 1964, id.1448

Robbins, S. J.; Spencer, J. R.; Beyer, R. A.; Schenk, P.; Moore, J. M.; McKinnon, W. B.; Binzel, R. 
P.; Buie, M. W.; Buratti, B. J.; Cheng, A. F.; Grundy, W. M.; Linscott, I. R.; Reitsema, H. J.; Reuter, 
D. C.; Showalter, M. R.; Tyler, G. L.; Young, L. A.; Olkin, C. B.; Ennico, K.; Weaver, H. A.; Stern, 
S. A.; New Horizons Ggi Theme Team; New Horizons Pluto Encounter Team; New Horizons Lorri 
Instrument Team; New Horizons Mvic Instrument Team. Geologic Map of New Horizons’ Encounter 
Hemisphere of Charon, III. 48th Lunar and Planetary Science Conference, held 20-24 March 
2017, at The Woodlands, Texas. LPI Contribution No. 1964, id.1231



52Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Conference Proceedings & Abstracts

CONFERENCEPROCEEDINGS & ABSTRACTS
Egeland, Ricky; Soon, Willie; Baliunas, Sallie; Hall, Jeffrey C.; Henry, Gregory W. Evolution of 
Long Term Variability in Solar Analogs. Living Around Active Stars, Proceedings of the International 
Astronomical Union, IAU Symposium, Volume 328, pp. 329-337

Hall, Jeffrey C. Lowell Observatory’s Discovery Channel Telescope. American Astronomical 
Society, AAS Meeting #229, id.126.01

Rivera-Valentin, E. G.; Nuding, D. L.; Hanley, J. Atmosphere-Regolith Interactions Through 
Deliquescence as Suggested by the Phoenix Lander and the Mars Science Laboratory. 48th Lunar 
and Planetary Science Conference, held 20-24 March 2017, at The Woodlands, Texas. LPI 
Contribution No. 1964, id.2972

Hanley, J. Spectral, Geochemical, and Geophysical Laboratory Studies Relevant to Planetary 
Geology. Geological Society of America Annual Meeting; Oct 2017

Hanley, J.; Horgan, B. Investigating the Distribution of Martian Chlorine Salts. 48th Lunar 
and Planetary Science Conference, held 20-24 March 2017, at The Woodlands, Texas. LPI 
Contribution No. 1964, id.2651

Hanley, Jennifer; Grundy, Will; Thompson, Garrett; Pearce, Logan; Dustrud, Shyanne; 
Lindberg, Gerrick; Tegler, Stephen C.; Roe, Henry G. Methane, Ethane, and Nitrogen Stability on 
Titan and Other Icy Bodies. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.301.02

Hanley, J.; Grundy, W. M.; Thompson, G.; Dustrud, S.; Pearce, L.; Lindberg, G.; Roe, H. G.; 
Tegler, S. Methane, Ethane, and Nitrogen Stability on Titan. American Geophysical Union, Fall 
Meeting 2017, abstract #P13D-2590

Hanley, J.; Pearce, L.; Thompson, G.; Grundy, W.; Roe, H.; Lindberg, G.; Dustrud, S.; Trilling, 
D.; Tegler, S. Methane, Ethane, and Nitrogen Stability on Titan. 48th Lunar and Planetary Science 
Conference, held 20-24 March 2017, at The Woodlands, Texas. LPI Contribution No. 1964, 
id.1686

Hanley, J.; Thompson, G.L.; Pearce, L.; Grundy, W.; Roe, H.; Lindberg, G.; Dustrud, S.; 
Trilling, D.; Tegler, S. Stability of the Methane, Ethane, and Nitrogen System. Northern Arizona 
Planetary Science Alliance, Volatiles across the Solar System, February 2017

 

Hanley, J.; Thompson, G.L.; Pearce, L.; Roe, H.G.; Grundy, W.; Tegler, S.C.; Lindberg, G.E.; 
Trilling, D.E. Methane, Ethane, and Nitrogen Liquid Stability on Titan. Ices in the Solar System, 
Madrid, Spain, Jan 2017.

Rubio, M.; Elmegreen, B.; Hunter, D.; Cortes, J.; Brinks, E.; Cigan, P. Dense Cloud Cores 
revealed by ALMA CO observations in the low metallicity dwarf galaxy WLM. Formation and 
Evolution of Galaxy Outskirts, Proceedings of the International Astronomical Union, IAU 
Symposium, Volume 321, pp. 229-231

Gallardo, Samavarti; Hunter, Deidre Ann; LEGUS Team. Comparison between high and low 
star forming sides of dwarf irregular galaxies with asymmetrical distributions of star formation. 
American Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #229, id.145.26

Herrmann, Kimberly A.; Hunter, Deidre Ann; Zhang, Hong-Xin; Elmegreen, Bruce; LITTLE 
THINGS. Mass-to-Light versus Color Relations for Dwarf Irregular Galaxies. American 
Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #229, id.145.22



53Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Conference Proceedings & Abstracts

CONFERENCEPROCEEDINGS & ABSTRACTS
De Marco, Orsola; Reichardt, T.; Iaconi, R.; Hillwig, T.; Jacoby, G. H.; Keller, D.; Izzard, R. 
G.; Nordhaus, J.; Blackman, E. G. Post-common envelope PN, fundamental or irrelevant? 
Planetary Nebulae: Multi-Wavelength Probes of Stellar and Galactic Evolution, Proceedings of the 
International Astronomical Union, IAU Symposium, Volume 323, pp. 213-217

Hillwig, T. C.; Jacoby, G. H.; Jones, D.; De Marco, O. Binarity in the Central Stars of Planetary 
Nebulae and its Relationship to Stellar Evolution: An Observational Perspective. 20th European 
White Dwarf Workshop, Proceedings of a conference held at University of Warwick, Coventry, West 
Midlands, United Kingdom, 25-29 July 2016. Edited by Pier-Emmanuel Tremblay, Boris Gänsicke, 
and Tom Marsh. ASP Conference Series, Vol. 509. San Francisco: Astronomical Society of the 
Pacific, 2017, p.469

Jacoby, George H.; Bida, Thomas A.; Fischer, Debra; Horch, Elliott; Kutyrev, Alexander; 
Mace, Gregory N.; Massey, Philip; Roe, Henry G.; Prato, Lisa A. Instruments at the Lowell 
Observatory Discovery Channel Telescope (DCT). American Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting 
#229, id.155.02

Rilinger, Anneliese; Kwitter, Karen B.; Balick, Bruce; Corradi, R. L. M.; Galera Rosillo, Rebeca; 
Jacoby, George H.; Shaw, Richard A. Spectroscopy of Planetary Nebulae at the Bright End of the 
Luminosity Function. American Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #229, id.148.09

Sickafoose, Amanda A.; Bosh, Amanda S.; Levine, Stephen; Zuluaga, Carlos A.; Genade, 
Anja; Schindler, Karsten; Lister, Tim; Person, Michael J. A 2017 stellar occultation by Orcus/Vanth. 
American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.216.02

Bosh, Amanda S.; Zuluaga, Carlos; Levine, Stephen; Sickafoose, Amanda A.; Genade, Anja; 
Schindler, Karsten; Lister, Tim; Person, Michael J. Astrometry of the Orcus/Vanth occultation on UT 
7 March 2017. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.216.01

Henden, Arne; Levine, Stephen; Welch, Doug; Terrell, Dirk; Munari, Ulisse; Smith, Thomas. 
Using APASS and 2GSS for studying variable stars. Wide-Field Variability Surveys: A 21st Century 
Perspective - 22nd Los Alamos Stellar Pulsation - Conference Series Meeting, San Pedro de 
Atacama, Chile, Edited by Catelan, M.; Gieren, W.; EPJ Web of Conferences, Volume 152, 
id.02011

Llama, Joe; Shkolnik, Evgenya L. High Energy Exoplanet Transits. Living Around Active Stars, 
Proceedings of the International Astronomical Union, IAU Symposium, Volume 328, pp. 356-362

Llama, Joe; Jardine, Moira. Simulating Electron Cyclotron Maser Emission for Low Mass Stars. 
AASTCS5 Radio Exploration of Planetary Habitability, Proceedings of the conference 7-12 May, 
2017 in Palm Springs, CA. Published in Bulletin of the American Astronomical Society, Vol. 49, No. 
3, id.200.06

Massey, Philip; Levesque, Emily; Neugent, Kathryn; Evans, Kate; Drout, Maria; Beck, 
Madeleine. The Red Supergiant Content of the Local Group. The Lives and Death-Throes of 
Massive Stars, Proceedings of the International Astronomical Union, IAU Symposium, Volume 329, 
pp. 161-165

Beck, Madeleine; Massey, Philip. The Red Supergiants of M33: Determining Physical Properties. 
American Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #229, id.433.04



54Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Conference Proceedings & Abstracts

CONFERENCEPROCEEDINGS & ABSTRACTS
Hsieh, Henry H.; Ishiguro, Masateru; Kim, Yoonyoung; Knight, Matthew M.; Lin, Zhong-Yi; Micheli, 
Marco; Moskovitz, Nicholas; Sheppard, Scott S.; Thirouin, Audrey; Trujillo, Chadwick. 
The Reactivations of Main-Belt Comets 238P/READ, 259P/Garradd, and 288P/(300163) 2006 
VW139. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.305.10

Kwiatkowski, T.; Oszkiewicz, D.; Kryszczyńska, A.; Bartczak, P.; Dudziński, G.; Kamiński, K.; 
Moskowitz, N.; Willman, M.; Polishook, D.; Thirouin, A.; Ryan, W.; Ryan, E.; Penttila, A.; 
Vaduvescu, O.; Unda-Sanzana, E.; Pravec, P. , Photometry and model of a Very Small NEA 2015 
AZ43, European Planetary Science Congress 2017, held 17-22 September, 2017 in Riga Latvia, 
id. EPSC2017-874. 

Polishook, D.; Moskovitz, N.; Thirouin, A.; Bosh, A.; Levine, S.; Zuluaga, C.; Tegler, S.; 
Aharonson, O. The Fast Spin of Near-Earth Asteroid (455213) 2001 OE84, Revisited After 14 
Years — Arguments for a Highly Cohesive Internal Structure. 48th Lunar and Planetary Science 
Conference, held 20-24 March 2017, at The Woodlands, Texas. LPI Contribution No. 1964, 
id.1323

Moskovitz, Nicholas; Thirouin, Audrey; Mommert, Michael; Thomas, Cristina A.; Skiff, 
Brian; Polishook, David; Burt, Brian; Trilling, David E.; DeMeo, Francesca E.; Binzel, Richard 
P.; Christensen, Eric J.; Willman, Mark; Hinkle, Mary. The Mission Accessible Near-Earth Object 
Survey (MANOS): Project Status. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.204.04

Benson, Conor; Scheeres, Daniel J.; Moskovitz, Nicholas. Asteroid (367943) 2012 DA14 Flyby 
Spin State Analysis. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.117.05

Thomas, Cristina A.; Moskovitz, Nicholas; Lim, Lucy F.; Trilling, David E. Searching for a 
Differentiated Asteroid Family: A Spectral Survey of the Massalia, Merxia, and Agnia Families. 
American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.110.25

Polishook, David; Moskovitz, Nicholas; Benecchi, Susan D.; Jacobson, Seth A.; Aharonson, 
Oded. A HST campaign to search for widely separated satellites around asteroid pairs. American 
Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.110.24

Lim, L. F.; Emery, J. P.; Moskovitz, N. A.; Rivkin, A. S.; Thomas, C. A.; Trilling, D.; Donaldson 
Hanna, K. L.; Bowles, N. E. Thermal Emission Spectroscopy of Asteroids for Mineralogical 
Investigations. 48th Lunar and Planetary Science Conference, held 20-24 March 2017, at The 
Woodlands, Texas. LPI Contribution No. 1964, id.2035

Keszthelyi, L.; Trilling, D.; Hagerty, J.; Moskovitz, N. Successful Demonstration of the Feasibility 
of Applying the USGS Resource Assessment Methodology to Near-Earth Objects. 48th Lunar 
and Planetary Science Conference, held 20-24 March 2017, at The Woodlands, Texas. LPI 
Contribution No. 1964, id.1751

Keszthelyi, L.; Trilling, D.; Hagerty, J.; Moskovitz, N.; Milazzo, M. Solar System Resource 
Assessment in 2050. Planetary Science Vision 2050 Workshop, held 27-28 February and 1 March, 
2017 in Washington, DC. LPI Contribution No. 1989, id.8132

Hsieh, H. H.; Bodewits, D.; Denneau, L.; Kelley, M. S.; Knight, M. M.; Moskovitz, N. A.; Thomas, 
C. A. Data Organization and Accessibility for Small Solar System Bodies in the Era of Large 
Surveys. Planetary Science Vision 2050 Workshop, held 27-28 February and 1 March, 2017 in 
Washington, DC. LPI Contribution No. 1989, id.8104



55Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Conference Proceedings & Abstracts

CONFERENCEPROCEEDINGS & ABSTRACTS
Benson, C.; Scheeres, D. J.; Ryan, W. H.; Ryan, E. V.; Moskovitz, N. Rotation State Evolution 
of Retired Geosynchronous Satellites. Proceedings of the Advanced Maui Optical and Space 
Surveillance (AMOS) Technologies Conference, held in Wailea, Maui, Hawaii, September 19-22, 
2017, Ed.: S. Ryan, The Maui Economic Development Board, Inc., id.62	

Muzzio, Ryan; Avilez, Ian; Prato, Lisa A.; Biddle, Lauren I.; Allen, Thomas; Wright-
Garba, Nuria Meilani Laure; Wittal, Matthew. Effective Temperatures for Young Stars in 
Binaries. American Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #229, id.241.03

Neugent, Kathryn F.; Massey, Phil; Hillier, D. John; Morrell, Nidia I. The Evolutionary Status 
of WN3/O3 Wolf-Rayet Stars. The Lives and Death-Throes of Massive Stars, Proceedings of the 
International Astronomical Union, IAU Symposium, Volume 329, pp. 176-180

Prato, Lisa A. The Lowell Observatory Predoctoral Scholar Program. American Astronomical 
Society, AAS Meeting #229, id.338.04

Wittal, Matthew; Prato, Lisa A.; Schaefer, Gail; Ciardi, David R.; Thomas, Allen; Biddle, 
Lauren; Avilez, Ian; Muzzio, Ryan; Patience, Jennifer; Beichman, Charles. Is the Young UY 
Auriga System a Triple? American Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #229, id.241.06

Prato, Lisa A.; Avilez, Ian; Allen, Thomas; Zoonematkermani, Saeid; Biddle, Lauren; 
Muzzio, Ryan; Wittal, Matthew; Schaefer, Gail; Simon, Michal. The Young Visual Binary 
Database. American Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #229, id.241.02

Dupuy, Trent J.; Kraus, Adam L.; Kratter, Kaitlin M.; Prato, Lisa A. Orbital Architectures of Planet-
Hosting Binaries: Testing Co-alignment. American Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #229, 
id.219.01

Prato, Lisa A. IGRINS on the DCT. American Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #229, 
id.126.06

Schleicher, David G.; Eisner, Nora; Knight, Matthew M.; Thirouin, Audrey. CN Jet 
Morphology and the Very Rapidly Changing Rotation Period of Comet 41P/Tuttle-Giacobini-
Kresak. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.305.07

Thirouin A. and Sheppard S. S.: Contact binaries in the Trans-neptunian Belt, American 
Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.504.11.

Reddy, Vishnu; Kuhn, Olga; Thirouin, Audrey; Conrad, Al; Malhotra, Renu; Sanchez, Juan A.; 
Veillet, Christian, Ground-based Characterization of Earth Quasi Satellite (469219) 2016 HO3, 
American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.204.07.

Alexandersen, M.; Benecchi, S.; Chen, Y.-T.; Schwamb, M. E.; Wang, S.-Y.; Lehner, M.; Lacerda, P.; 
Thirouin, A.; Peixinho, N., Hyper Suprime-Cam Lightcurve Studies of Trans-Neptunian Objects 
from the Outer Solar System Origins Survey, European Planetary Science Congress 2017, held 17-
22 September, 2017 in Riga Latvia, id. EPSC2017-856

Le Corre, Lucille; Reddy, Vishnu; Sanchez, Juan A.; Takir, Driss; Cloutis, Edward; Thirouin, 
Audrey; Becker, Kris J.; Li, Jian-Yang; Sugita, Seiji; Tatsumi, Eri, Ground-based Characterization 
of Hayabusa2 Mission Target Asteroid 162173 Ryugu, American Astronomical Society, DPS 
meeting #49, id.110.05



56Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Conference Proceedings & Abstracts

CONFERENCEPROCEEDINGS & ABSTRACTS
Rivkin, A. S.; Pravec, P.; Thomas, C. A.; Thirouin, A.; Snodgrass, C.; Green, S.; Licandro, 
J.; Sickafoose, A. A.; Erasmus, N.; Howell, E. S.; Osip, D.; Thomas-Osip, J.; Moskovitz, N.; 
Scheirich, P.; Oszkiewicz, D.; Richardson, D. C.; Polishook, D.; Ryan, W. H.; Busch, M. W. The 
Remote Observing Working Group for the Asteroid Impact and Deflection Assessment (AIDA). 
European Planetary Science Congress 2017, held 17-22 September, 2017 in Riga Latvia, id. 
EPSC2017-401

Thirouin, Audrey; Sheppard, Scott S. Contact binaries in the Trans-neptunian Belt. American 
Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.504.11

Reddy, Vishnu; Kuhn, Olga; Thirouin, Audrey; Conrad, Al; Malhotra, Renu; Sanchez, Juan A.; 
Veillet, Christian. Ground-based Characterization of Earth Quasi Satellite (469219) 2016 HO3. 
American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.204.07

Le Corre, Lucille; Reddy, Vishnu; Sanchez, Juan A.; Takir, Driss; Cloutis, Edward; Thirouin, 
Audrey; Becker, Kris J.; Li, Jian-Yang; Sugita, Seiji; Tatsumi, Eri. Ground-based Characterization 
of Hayabusa2 Mission Target Asteroid 162173 Ryugu. American Astronomical Society, DPS 
meeting #49, id.110.05

Alexandersen, M.; Benecchi, S.; Chen, Y.-T.; Schwamb, M. E.; Wang, S.-Y.; Lehner, M.; Lacerda, 
P.; Thirouin, A.; Peixinho, N. Hyper Suprime-Cam Lightcurve Studies of Trans-Neptunian Objects 
from the Outer Solar System Origins Survey. European Planetary Science Congress 2017, held 17-
22 September, 2017 in Riga Latvia, id. EPSC2017-856

Paust, Nathaniel; Wilson, Danielle; van Belle, Gerard. Star Cluster Mass Functions and 
Hierarchical Clustering: Learning from Koposov 1 and 2. American Astronomical Society, AAS 
Meeting #229, id.343.19

van Belle, Gerard; von Braun, Kaspar; Ciardi, David R.; Pilyavsky, Genady. The PTI Giant Star 
Angular Size Survey: Effective Temperatures & Linear Radii. American Astronomical Society, AAS 
Meeting #229, id.240.28

van Belle, Gerard; Horch, Elliott. Speckle Interferometry at Lowell’s Discovery Channel 
Telescope. American Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #229, id.126.09

van Belle, G. Evolution in High Spatial Resolution Imaging of Faint, Complex Objects.
Proceedings of the Advanced Maui Optical and Space Surveillance (AMOS) Technologies 
Conference, held in Wailea, Maui, Hawaii, September 19-22, 2017, Ed.: S. Ryan, The Maui 
Economic Development Board, Inc., id.2

Buie, M. W.; Porter, S. B.; Terrell, D.; Tamblyn, P.; Verbiscer, A.; Soto, A.; Wasserman, L. H.; 
Zangari, A. M.; Skrutskie, M.; Parker, A. H.; Young, E. F.; Benecchi, S.; Stern, S. A. A Preview of 
2014MU69 Revealed by HST and a Ground-based Stellar Occultation. American Geophysical 
Union, Fall Meeting 2017, abstract #P13F-08

Young, Eliot F.; Buie, Marc W.; Porter, Simon Bernard; Zangari, Amanda Marie; Stern, S. Alan; 
Ennico, Kimberly; Reach, William T.; Pfueller, Enrico; Wiedemann, Manuel; Fraser, Wesley 
Cristopher; Camargo, Julio; Young, Leslie; Wasserman, Lawrence H.; New Horizons MU69 
Occultation Team. Debris search around (486958) 2014 MU69: Results from SOFIA and ground-
based occultation campaigns. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.504.06



57Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Conference Proceedings & Abstracts

CONFERENCEPROCEEDINGS & ABSTRACTS
Verbiscer, Anne J.; Buie, Marc W.; Porter, Simon Bernard; Tamblyn, Peter; Terrell, Dirk; Benecchi, 
Susan; Parker, Alex; Soto, Alejandro; Wasserman, Lawrence H.; Young, Eliot F.; Zangari, 
Amanda Marie; New Horizons MU69 Occultation Team. Portable Telescopic Observations of the 
3 June 2017 Stellar Occultation by New Horizons Kuiper Extended Mission Target (486958) 2014 
MU69. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.504.05

Zangari, Amanda Marie; Buie, Marc W.; Stern, S. Alan; Terrell, Dirk; Porter, Simon Bernard; 
Verbiscer, Anne J.; Soto, Alejandro; Tamblyn, Peter; Benecchi, Susan; Parker, Alex; Wasserman, 
Lawrence H.; Young, Eliot F.; Skrutskie, Michael F.; New Horizons MU69 Occultation Observing 
Team. A stellar occultation by (486958) 2014 MU69: results from the 2017 July 17 portable 
telescope campaign. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.504.03

Porter, Simon Bernard; Buie, Marc W.; Spencer, John R.; Folkner, William; Parker, Alex; Zangari, 
Amanda Marie; Verbiscer, Anne J.; Benecchi, Susan; Stern, S. Alan; Terrell, Dirk; Soto, Alejandro; 
Tamblyn, Peter; Wasserman, Lawrence H.; Young, Eliot F.; New Horizons MU69 Occultation 
Team. Ultra-High Resolution Orbit Determination of (486958) 2014 MU69: Predicting an 
Occultation with 1% of an Orbit. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, id.504.02

Buie, Marc W.; Porter, Simon Bernard; Terrell, Dirk; Tamblyn, Peter; Verbiscer, Anne J.; Soto, 
Alejandro; Wasserman, Lawrence H.; Zangari, Amanda Marie; Skrutskie, Michael F.; Parker, 
Alex; Young, Eliot F.; Benecchi, Susan; Stern, S. Alan; New Horizons MU69 Occultation Team; New 
Horizons MU69 Occultation Team. Overview of the strategies and results of the 2017 occultation 
campaigns involving (486958) 2014 MU69. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, 
id.504.01

Kammer, Joshua; Becker, Tracy M.; Retherford, Kurt D.; Stern, S. Alan; Olkin, Catherine; Buie, 
Marc W.; Spencer, John R.; Bosh, Amanda S.; Wasserman, Lawrence H. Probing the Hill 
Sphere of 2014 MU69 with HST FGS. American Astronomical Society, DPS meeting #49, 
id.221.03

Young, Eliot; Klein, Viliam; Hartig, Kara; Resnick, Aaron; Mackie, Jason; Carriazo, Carolina; 
Watson, Charles; Skrutskie, Michael; Verbiscer, Anne; Nelson, Matthew; Howell, Robert; 
Wasserman, Lawrence; Hudson, Gordon; Gault, David; Barry, Tony; Sicardy, Bruno; Cole, 
Andrew; Giles, Barry; Hill, Kym. Pluto’s Haze from 2002 - 2015: Correlation with the Solar Cycle. 
19th EGU General Assembly, EGU2017, proceedings from the conference held 23-28 April, 2017 
in Vienna, Austria., p.12164

Gregg, Michael; West, Michael. Observing RAM Pressure Stripping and Morphological 
Transformation in the Coma Cluster. Early stages of Galaxy Cluster Formation (GCF) 2017: 
Mergers, Protoclusters, and Star Formation in Overdense Environments. Proceedings of the 
conference held 17-21 July, 2017 in Garching, Germany. Online at http://www.eso.org/sci/
meetings/2017/GCF2017.html, id.13

West, Michael J. Ten Billion Years of Brightest Cluster Galaxy Alignments. Early stages of 
Galaxy Cluster Formation (GCF) 2017: Mergers, Protoclusters, and Star Formation in Overdense 
Environments. Proceedings of the conference held 17-21 July, 2017 in Garching, Germany. 
Online at http://www.eso.org/sci/meetings/2017/GCF2017.html, id.10

Gregg, Michael; West, Michael. Virgo Intergalactic Globulars from the Sloan Survey. Early 
stages of Galaxy Cluster Formation (GCF) 2017: Mergers, Protoclusters, and Star Formation in 
Overdense Environments. Proceedings of the conference held 17-21 July, 2017 in Garching, 
Germany. Online at http://www.eso.org/sci/meetings/2017/GCF2017.html, id.4



58Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Conference Proceedings & Abstracts

CONFERENCEPROCEEDINGS & ABSTRACTS
Gregg, Michael; West, Michael. Ram Pressure Stripping and Morphological Transformation in 
the Coma Cluster. American Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #229, id.427.07

West, Michael; Gregg, Michael; Toller, Justin. The Cluster Environments of Quasar Groups. 
American Astronomical Society, AAS Meeting #229, id.105.04 ■



59Lowell Observatory | 2017 ANNUALREPORT | Statement of Financial Position - Balance Sheet

STATEMENTOFFINANCIALPOSITION
COMBINED BALANCE SHEET

15,030,945
2,620,850

39,770,173

57,421,968

88,183,197

ASSETS

Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents

Restricted cash
Investments, unrestricted

Research grants receivable
Contributions receivable, current portion

Inventory and other assests

Total Current Assets

Property, plant and equipment, net
Contributions receivable, net of current portion

Collection item
Investments, temporarily restricted

Investments, permanently restricted

Total Assets

2017

614,670
199,778

1,119,757
281,584
547,385
458,895

3,222,069

43,452,560
924,921
400,000

27,856,353
5,118,817

80,974,720

2016

1,390,759
747,782
863,573
291,790
484,266
338,081

4,116,251

43,242,180
1,010,845

400,000
-

39,413,921

88,183,197

$

$

$

$

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities
Note payable, bank

Accounts payable
Accrued expenses and other current liabilities

Total Current Liabilites

Note payable, bank
Deferred research grant revenue

Deferred access fee revenue
Obligation under interest rate swap

Total Liabilites

Net Assets
Unrestricted

Temporarily restricted 
Permanently restricted

Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

-
309,969
90,491

400,460

10,200,000
598,953

8,310,268
-

19,509,681

20,400,000
245,042
387,962

21,033,004

-
1,271,349
8,207,916

248,960

30,761,229

23,850,068
32,701,067
4,913,904

61,465,039

80,974,720
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STATEMENTOFFINANCIALACTIVITIES
DECEMBER 31, 2017 (with comparative totals as of December 31, 2016)

2017 EXPENSES

REVENUE

Grant and contract revenue
Telescope access fees

Contributions
Public Program revenue

Investment income (loss) net 
Other income

Total Support and Revenue

EXPENDITURES

Program services:
Research

Technology
Public program

Support services:
Management and general 

Fundraising

Total Expenditures

$

 

$

$

 

$

$

 

$

$

 

$

2017

4,061,731
1,538,425
4,329,073
1,205,815
4,263,753 

147,752

15,546,549

2016

2,674,069
1,508,029
4,985,558
1,056,878
2,085,518 

132,224

12,442,276

2017

3,317,034
2,732,224
1,307,766

7,357,024 

1,291,967 
1,137,066

2,429,033

9,786,057

2016

3,482,086
2,991,020
1,290,173

7,763,279 

1,373,347 
910,313

2,283,660

10,046,939

248,960

6,009,452

241,246

2,636,583$ $

(26%)
(10%)
(28%)
(8%)
(27%) 
(1%)

(21%)
(12%)
(41%)
(8%)
(17%) 
(1%)

(34%)
(28%)
(13%)

 

(13%) 
(12%)

(34%)
(30%)
(13%)

 

(14%) 
(9%)

Gain on interest rate swap

Change in net assets

Telescope 
access fees

Technology

Public Program

Management and 
general

ResearchFundraising

Grant and  
contract revenue

Other income

Investment income net

Contributions

Public Program
revenue

2017 REVENUE

The above Statement of Financial Activities reports the results of Lowell Observatory and the Foundation excluding the effect of depreciation expense. 
Depreciation is the assigning of a tangible asset’s cost, such as buildings, furniture, fixtures, and equipment, over the years that the asset is likely to 
be used. Recording depreciation has no effect on the liquidity or cash flow of the Observatory. It reflects an estimate of using up the monetary value of 
long-lived assets. In the financial statements it reduces the carry basis of Property, Plant and Equipment and the Change in Net Assets.

It is customary for non-profits, such as Lowell Observatory, to look for capital contributions to provide for the addition or replacement of these long-
lived assets instead of expending the funds out of operations. Therefore, the financial performance for not-for-profits is best appraised by analyzing 
operating results excluding the effects of depreciation. Depreciation expense recognized in the Observatory’s records for 2017 and 2016 was 
$1,966,000 and $1,941,000.

Auditor’s Opinion

Lowell Observatory has received an unqualified opinion from its auditors, Beach Fleishman, on the audit of its financial statements for the year ended 
December 31, 2017. Copies of the audited financial statements are available at https://lowell.edu/about/governance_and_financials/

13%

28%
13%

12%

34%

28%

27%

26%

10%

8%

1%

(before depreciation)



Image (Front Cover): The Great American Eclipse photographed from Terrebonne, OR. Credit: Len Bright
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